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Opposition to the Introduction of “Rooming 
Houses” in all Neighbourhoods in Toronto!

HFCIA Executive was unanimous in a motion to oppose 
introduction of rooming houses in all City of Toronto 
neighbourhoods during the July 2021 Council meeting.  
Please find the communication sent to Councillor Carroll and 
Mayor Tory in this newsletter.  As per the Toronto Star article 
(link provided below) the vote was deferred to the October 
1, 2021 council meeting due to lack of support among city 
councillors.   https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/07/15/
mayor-tory-lacking-support-to-legalize-rooming-houses-
pushes-to-defer-vote-into-the-fall.html .

HFCIA is of the opinion the introduction of rooming houses 
based on private investors choice of rooming house locations 
will fundamentally change the communities for residents and 
have a negative effect in communities that we have worked 
so hard to create.  HFCIA has received copies of many letters 
sent to councillor Carroll and Mayor Tory on this matter. 
All except one letter opposed the introduction of rooming 
houses in all neighbourhoods.  In our continued effort to 
convince the councillors and the mayor against this policy, 
HFCIA is offering a written and web-based petition to the 
Henry Farm residents to be submitted to the council when 
this policy is re-introduced at the October1, 2021 council 
meeting along with copies of the letters.  We encourage 
residents to complete the handwritten petition in this 
newsletter or the web-based petition on our website  
www.henryfarm.ca.  In addition, if you wish to write letters, 
you can email them to councillor_carroll@toronto.ca  and 
Mayor_Tory@toronto.ca and copy me at president@henryharm.ca

We Welcome Community Improvements for a 
Value of $400,000 in the Henry Farm Community!

$400,000 Section 37 funds received from developers 
at Parkway Forest will be invested in the Henry Farm 
community based on ideas presented through the 
participatory budget process.  Please find details in 
this newsletter of the projects that will be voted on at 
Havenbrook Park on Wednesday, September 1, 2021, from 
6.00 pm to 8:00 pm by Henry Farm community residents.  
We encourage residents to participate in this process and 
vote for your choice of community improvement.  HFCIA 
thanks Councillor Carroll for the allocation of these funds to 
the Henry Farm community. 

Traditional Henry Farm Neighbours’ Night Out is 
back this year! 

Traditional Neighbours’ Night Out which includes gathering 
in your street host driveway followed by community 

gathering for music, snacks and fun events in a common 
location is back on Saturday, September 11, 2021.  Please 
note this year it has been moved to the Tennis Club from 
St. Mathew’s Church.  We encourage your participation and 
request your renewal of your annual Henry Farm membership 
fee of $20.00 per family at this event if you have not 
renewed it yet on the website.  If you are unable to attend 
the event you can continue to pay through our website  
www.henryfarm.ca

Henry Farm “Thanksgiving Parade “to support 
North York Harvest Food Bank

We are excited to introduce a new event in the form of 
a “Thanksgiving Parade” on the Thanksgiving weekend 
Sunday, October 10, 2021, from 3 pm to 6 pm. During the 
parade we will be collecting nonperishable food or donation 
cheques to “North York Harvest Food Bank”.  Residents 
can join the parade on foot, by bicycle, motorcycle or car.  
We encourage you to parade your pets as well (strictly on a 
leash).  You can join the starting point St. Mathew’s Church 
parking lot or when the parade passes your house (parade 
route will be published shortly).

Outdoor Halloween Party 3 to 5 pm, Sunday, 
October 31, 2021

The popular Halloween party will be held outdoors this year 
due to challenges related to Covid-19.  This year’s event will 
be held at the St. Mathew’s Church parking lot from 3:00 pm 
to 5;00 on Sunday, October 31, 2021, before you do your 
“Trick or Treat” adventure on the streets of Henry Farm.  Lily 
Jarvis, our Social Chair, is planning some fun activities.  We 
are hoping for a good turnout of “Trick or Treaters”. 

Namby Vithiananthan, President
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Petition On Proposed Rooming House Regulations

Toronto City council will be voting on October 1, 2021 (deferred from July 14, 2021) on new regulations on Rooming ( multi-
tenant) Housing that proposes in most residential neighbourhoods in Toronto (Including Henry farm Community) allowing a 
maximum of six dwelling rooms in a multi-tenant house.

 For more information on the proposed regulations visit

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/multi-tenant-rooming-house-review/

Please complete the petition below of the members of your family and neighbors and return it to: Namby Vithiananthan, 
President, Henry Farm Interest Association, 25 Parfield Drive, Toronto, Ontario M2J 1C1 or email president@henryfarm.ca. 
before Mon. Sept. 20, 2021,

All handwritten and internet-based petitions along with letters received will be forwarded to City Councillor and Mayor.

Name Address: Street # & Name Oppose Support Signature

Petition Rules: Must Contain the signature, unless delivered by e-mail, and the printed name and address of at least one 
signatory and, if possible, the printed name and address of all signatories;
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HFCIA Opposition to the Proposed Rooming Regulations 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021

To: His Worship Mayor John Tory, Mayor of Toronto  & Shelley Carroll – Councillor- Don Valley North

Re; Response to New Multi-Tenant (Rooming) Housing regulation

 As Toronto City council will be considering the new Multi-Tenant (Rooming) Housing regulation at the council meeting on July 
14, 2021, The Henry Farm Community Interest Association (HFCIA) wishes to submit the following response to the proposed 
Rooming House Regulations.

The new regulation of rooming houses, in our opinion, is an attempt for the city to pass the burden of creating affordable 
housing to family neighborhoods. The increasingly common practice of gentrification in the City of Toronto has left our least 
fortunate without affordable accommodation.

The local government’s proven unwillingness and inability to create affordable housing is shamelessly being passed to private 
investors who will force those less fortunate into over-crowded homes and unregulated rental agreements based on private 
investors choice of rooming house locations> This will fundamentally change the communities that residents have worked so 
hard to create.

HFCIA experienced difficulties with a handful of rooming houses in our neighbourhood in the recent past. Our repeated 
efforts to obtain enforcement of the by-laws failed to get action from city officials.

During this year, HFCIA, after an enormous effort, was able to get city officials to act against blatant violations of Airbnb and 
Covid-19 regulations against one homeowner.

HFCIA has no confidence in the proposed new regulations with promises of rooming house regulation given the City’s failure 
to act to regulate unlicensed rooming houses and the new Airbnb regulations in these same neighbourhoods in the past.

Rather than forcing those less fortunate into exploitative rental agreements in cramped, unsuitable living conditions, the onus 
should be on the city of Toronto to incentivize developers to create suitable and sustainable housing options while maintaining 
the dignity and integrity of Toronto’s most treasured neighborhoods.

HFCIA Strongly objects to the new rooming house regulations.

Thank You

Yours Truly 

Namby Vithiananthan

President     Phone : 416.275.5190      

Property Crime in Henry Farm

At our recent Henry Farm Executive meeting we learned of a number of property crimes such as vehicle break & enter and 
vehicle thefts which had occurred in Henry Farm. Unfortunately these crimes had not been reported to our Neighbourhood 
Watch Co-ordinator, Eileen Crichton, so that we could warn our neighbourhood, suggest ways to protect ourselves and 
track criminal activity. If we know what criminal activity is going on in the Farm, we can put pressure on the police and 
Counsellor Shelley Carroll to increase the police presence in our neighbourhood. 

You should also know that when your neighbours house is broken into or their car is stolen, it affects us all. The insurance 
companies set their rates by postal code based on the losses they incur in each postal code so when property crime occurs 
in Henry Farm, it costs us all. So please, if you suffer from criminal activity, report it to nwatch@henryfarm.ca. All information 
received will be kept strictly confidential and any shared with our neighbourhood will include only the street and a brief 
description of the crime. Also please remember, if you see something suspicious, call the police.

Jim Kitchen 
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Position Candidate Phone E-Mail

President Namby Vithiananthan 416-499-6336 president@henryfarm.ca

Secretary Dunja Lackovic 416-498-6775 secretary@henryfarm.ca

Treasurer Jim Kitchen 416-496-0407 treasurer@henryfarm.ca

Social Activities Lily Jarvis 416-986-8098 eventshenryfarm@gmail.com

Membership Ken Klinger 416-578-5365 membership@henryfarm.ca

Municipal Affairs Peter Erwood 416-493-8953 municipal@henryfarm.ca

Police Liaison/Neighbourhood Watch Eileen Crichton 416-496-2081 nwatch@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter Distribution Barb Simpson 416-497-9619 newsletter@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter Editor Wendy Petcoff 416-485-4792 editorhenryfarm@gmail.com

Advertising Coordinator Steve O’Keefe 416-491-2140 advertising@henryfarm.ca 

Web Administrator Linda Ristevski 416-892-9737 admin@henryfarm.ca

Members-at-Large Joseph Ceneda: 416-559-8918
Thea Haller: 416-493-9390

Jonathan Mousley: 416-461-6726 
Laura Norris: 416-498-0854

Henry Farm Community Interest Association – 2020-2021 Executive

NEIGHBOURHOOD  
WATCH REPORT 

It has been almost too hot to walk the neighbourhood lately with the heat and humidity!!

I keep looking for a cool time to get out there and check the lawns, gardens and construction/renovations taking place. And 
there is a lot going on with homes and backyards as we all find a different way to look after our families and friends. The 
attraction of making new outdoor space with activities, has been a focus for many of our neighbours.

Take the time to be a Good Neighbour. One of the great things 
about Henry Farm is the way we reach out and care for one another. 
As changes occur, find out who has moved next door or across the 
street. Introduce yourself to the new owners/renters. When we know 
the person near us, we behave or react differently. So, welcome 
the new folks, offer help if needed, tell them when garbage day 
is, tell them about our supportive Henry Farm Community Interest 
Association. Keep a look out for parcels and papers being left 
unattended. Make sure you inform neighbours if you are going to be 
out of town and where you can be reached if there is a concern for 
your property. Offer to keep a watch out for each other’s property 
and deliveries. If we do this for each other, it makes it safer for all.

Safety Issues: Keep curbs and sewer grates free from fallen leaves 
and debris so when it rains, we aren’t being flooded. It only takes a 
few minutes but makes for a much more attractive street and helps 
everyone. All grass clippings should be cleared from the streets and 
curb areas.

Our neighbours west of us in Bayview Village have concerns about a 
number of ravine and open air fires. Please be aware of what we are 
permitted to burn. Smoke and unpleasant smells from backyard fires 
have been noted in our neighbourhood as well.

As always, a reminder to keep your property well lit and lock your car 
doors in the driveway or garage. Don’t tempt theft by being careless.

Eileen Crichton 
Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison

Go to: www.henryfarm.ca

LOOK FOR OUR NEW HENRY FARM WEBSITE! 
 

Bright and colourful with all information on 
community matters, upcoming events and what is 
important to the neighbourhood. It's your forum 

to stay connected in Henry Farm.                    
Take a look - you are going to love it! 
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B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

Family Board Games & Puzzles 
 

Free pick up/delivery in Henry Farm

www.ironbeangames.com

Heather D. Griffiths
REALTOR®

Melissa Griffiths
REALTOR®

WWW.GRIFFITHSGROUP.CA
416-494-7653

685 Sheppard Ave East, Suite 401
Toronto, ON M2K 1B6

heathergriffiths@rogers.com

melissa@griffithsgroup.ca
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I want to strongly endorse the letter that our Mayor, John 
Tory, wrote to the leaders of all Federal Parties about 
Toronto’s priorities and needs this election. As we head to 
the polls on September 20th, it would be wise for all of us 
to remember that any governing party will need to deeply 
understand the needs of Toronto now more than ever.

Toronto is the financial heart and economic engine of 
our nation. We must be ready to fuel Canada’s economic 
recovery. Mayor Tory’s five-point letter sends a strong 
message to any federal candidate and spells out exactly 
what our city needs to recover:

1)  We need a continuation of COVID-19 Operating Budget 
Relief Funding, to mitigate impacts such as the loss of 
over $1 billion in transit fare box revenue and the severe 
strain on our shelter and homelessness supports under 
COVID-19 safety measures.

2)  We need support to execute Toronto’s 24 month housing 
and homelessness plan, shifting from emergency 
sheltering in leased hotels to permanent forms of deeply 
affordable accommodations and supports.

3)  We need a long term funding partnership with the 
Federal and Provincial government to meet our transit 
needs, such as subway expansions, state of good 
repair, and support for the future Eglinton East LRT 
and Waterfront East LRT. These projects can provide 
thousands of jobs during our recovery while driving our 
regional economy for years to come.

4)  We need a Federal government committed to the 
creation of a more robust mental health care system, 
particularly in light of the mental health impacts of the 
pandemic and the tragic rise in opioid-related deaths.

5)  We need a continued dedication to community violence 
prevention programs, including $26.2 million to fully fund 
the youth violence prevention programs designed for 
Toronto that are still awaiting support.

I would only add one other need to this list. Ask whatever 
candidate comes to your door if they can help Toronto, 
home of the highest childcare costs in the country, provide a 
good quality childcare system at affordable rates for working 
parents. Our kids and our grandkids need it so they can all 
get back to seizing every opportunity that Toronto has to 
offer.

Shelley Carroll 
Councillor Ward 17

NYH Highlights from  
our COVID-19 Journey

During the COVID-19 pandemic, health care has been in a 
state of constant change. Like other organizations, North 
York General Hospital (NYGH) has found innovative ways 
to safely deliver care while ensuring patients receive the 
best care in the right setting. We want to express our deep 
gratitude to our community partners, staff, physicians, 
learners and volunteers who have worked tirelessly to care 
for patients and residents and their families.

Over the last several months, NYGH has led a variety of 
large-scale and small community vaccination clinics and 
visited people who are homebound to ensure any one 
eligible for the vaccine is able to receive one. We have 
now administered more than 250,000 doses to protect our 
community. 

Also, over this spring and summer,  NYGH continued to 
expand the services delivered virtually.  Digital services 
have proven to be necessary and well-accepted health care 
options during the pandemic that will continue to be offered 
to patients well into the future.

One such innovation recently launched by NYGH and 
the North York Toronto Health Partners is a new online 
application called the North York Navigator.  This powerful 
app acts as a ‘digital front door’ for patients and caregivers 
to seamlessly access hospital and health care services 
through their personal devices, from wherever they are. 
North York Navigator also provides people with convenient 
and secure access to online health services like vaccine 
appointment bookings and personal health records directly 
from their phone.

The health system can be complex and challenging to 
navigate. The North York Navigator is one more way 
NYGH is helping to simplify and personalize the patient’s 
experience. Learn more about the North York Navigator 
app at www.nygh.on.ca. You can also download the app on 
Apple and Google Play. 

We understand the integral role families, loved ones and 
caregivers have in providing physical, social and emotional 
support to patients. NYGH has continued to safely and 
gradually enhance family/support person and caregiver 
presence in the hospital in recent months. Our guidelines 
are consistent with Ontario’s Roadmap to Reopen. If you are 
planning to visit someone at NYGH and want to learn more 
please click here  
www.nygh.on.ca/FamilyPresenceandVisitorPolicy. 

Shelley Carroll Councillor Ward 17 
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HENRY FARM TENNIS CLUB A Word from St Matthew the 
Apostle’s new Priest

If I can summarize the current 
tennis season, I should say it has 
been an extraordinary one. On 
the one hand we had to deal with 
the Covid-19 third wave which 
forced us to open late and then to 
establish a number od restrictions. 
On the other hand, we have seen 
an unprecedented interest in 
tennis.

Our membership at the end of 
July stands at 200 adults and 170 juniors, a level not seen for 
over a decade. Is this a reaction to the Covid-19 lockdowns? 
I cant say. But our courts are full almost all the time.

At the beginning of the season, we unfortunately had to 
cancel a number of programs on account of Covid-19: free 
clinics, social kaffee-klastch and the beginners network. 
But we replaced them with free group lessons taught by 
Pro Ed Wilson which turned out to be quite popular with 
beginners. We also had to restructure our junior spring 
after-school program into a summer program, also run by Ed 
(rain permitting!). Our junior morning summer camps, run by 
Pro John Mowat were chock-a-block full every week; a huge 
amount of interest and a well-liked Pro.

For adults, we are running again the very popular house 
leagues: singles on Monday evenings run Ryan, and doubles 
on Wednesdays run by Vijay. And Elena is captaining our 
ICTA C team. And as is our tradition, Pro Ed will organize a 
year end-end tournament for adults in September/October, 
which will be in addition to house leagues finals.

The NYTA expressed interest last winter in using some 
of our available court time to run their camps during the 
reconstruction of their courts. We agreed to allow them the 
use of 2 courts during our low usage daytime; good income 
for the Club.

We are still waiting for Councillor Carrol’s next step in the 
Participatory Budgeting process that is intended to allocate 
the $400,000 in Section 37 funds in Henry Farm. The Club 
submitted 2 projects: court re-surfacing and improved night 
lighting. We hope that when the time comes to vote, Henry 
Farmers will vote for these 2 projects.

We made a few improvements to the Club facilities: a new 
divider net between courts 2 and 3, and a couple of new 
nets. 

In sum, quite a 
successful year 
despite the Covid-19 
challenges.

Bernard Assouad,  
HFTC President

Hello neighbours!  I have met 
some of you already and I thank 
you for the warm welcome to 
the neighbourhood.  I have 
been enjoying my time here so 
far and settling in well.  I am 
thankful to HFA for this chance 
to write a short note, just to 
share a little bit more about 
myself, and I am sure I will meet 
more of you in person soon.   
Before moving to Henry Farm, 
I lived in the Cabbagetown 
and Riverdale areas of Toronto, 
and before that, grew up in the small town of Midland on 
the shores of Georgian Bay.   Prior to becoming priest-in-
charge at St. Matthew the Apostle Oriole Anglican Church, 
I worked in the field of chaplaincy, in correctional, hospital, 
and long-term care settings.  I am delighted to now be 
joining this vibrant community!   You will probably see me 
out and about with my young labradoodle puppy Toby, or 
perhaps you may have noticed on Wednesday evenings over 
the summer as myself and members of the St. Matthew’s 
congregation have gathered for an outdoor evening prayer 
service in our parking lot.   After many months of doing 
virtual Sunday morning worship via our YouTube channel, we 
are very excited to re-open on September 12th and gather 
again in person on Sunday mornings for worship at 8:00 
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. in the church - following Covid-19 safety 
protocols.   I would like to extend a very warm welcome - our 
services are open to everyone, and we would love to see 
you there!  More info will be posted on our webpage www.
stmatthew.ca and Facebook page as the date approaches.  I 
look forward to meeting more of you soon, and I pray that 
you and your family and friends are keeping safe and well as 
we continue our way through this time of pandemic.  With all 
my best to each of you!

Sherri + 
The Reverend Sherri Golisky 
Priest-in-Charge, St. Matthew the Apostle, Oriole 
80 George Henry Blvd.

We need Volunteers for social events!

Hey – got some free time? A teenager that could use 
some volunteer hours? We need help for our social 
events especially the upcoming Neighbor’s Night out on 
September 11th.

We are looking for six volunteers to help with a booth or 
a registration table and help set up.

Please reach out to Lily Jarvis our social activities director 
if you can help the association make this a terrific event. 

eventshenryfarm@gmail.com.
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3-3:30pm: meet at  St. Matthew the Apostle Church 
80 George Henry Blvd

Bring your decorated cars, bikes, wagons or anything on wheels! 
Limited decorations may be supplied 

Bring the whole family and pets to march together! 

Parade starts at 3:30pm: check your email, Henry Farm
Facebook and www.HenryFarm.ca for parade route

We will be collecting non-perishable items and cheques to 
North York Harvest Foodbank along the way!

 

THANKSGIVING PARADE
HENRY FARM INTEREST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

JOIN HENRY THE ROOSTER IN A PARADE
SUPPORTING  NORTH YORK HARVEST FOODBANK 

OCTOBER 10  3-6PM
 

QUESTIONS? CONTACT:  HENRYFARMEVENTS@GMAIL .COM
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Make sure you vote!

Henry Farmers will finally have a say on how to spend the $400,000 Participatary 
budget funds that was put on hold during the pandemic.

You will have two votes for your favorite projects but you must be there in person to 
be able to have your say.

Let’s all get out and make sure all votes count!
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Join us for a fun Halloween Party
Crafts, Costume Photobooth, music, snacks and more! 

 
Event will be held 

@ St. Matthew the Apostle Church Parking lot
 
 

Questions? contact: HenryFarmEvents@gmail.com

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY!
OCTOBER 31  3-5PM 

HENRY FARM INTEREST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:



www.henryfarm.ca THE HENRY FARMER - FALL 202112

COVID-19 Guidelines Permitting:
 

3-4pm: Connect with your neighbours on your street! Gather at
your designated Street host (look out for Host Street Signs) 

 
4-6pm: Join us at the NNO Carnival Party and Free Concert at  the

grassy area across from the Henry Farm Tennis Club! 

NEIGHBOURS NIGHT OUT
HENRY FARM INTEREST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

JOIN US

SEPTEMBER 1 1  3 :00-6 :00PM
(RAIN DATE:SEPTEMBER 12  3 :00-6 :00PM)

LIVE BAND!

FACE 
PAINTER!

BALLOONS!

SNACKS!

GAMES!

It’s an excellent time to join the Association, or renew your Annual
Membership. Only $20 per household. 

Visit www.Henryfarm.ca to join
 

Check your email for news of your street hosts & location and
updates due to covid-19 guidelines

 
Questions? contact: HenryFarmEvents@gmail.com

PRO TENNIS TUTORIALSRUNNING/TENNISSHOES REQUIRED 


