GOLDEN JUBILEE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTY

WHAT A PART Y!
GOLDEN JUBILEE GALA NIGHT

◆◆◆
◆◆◆
4 PIECE
LIVE BAND

FREE

*BBQ

CANDY & POP
CORN

❉DUKE

BALLOON
ARTIST

THE DOG

FREE
ADMISSION

TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2012 • 6pm - 9:30 pm
(Rain Date: Thursday, June 21)

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH PARKING LOT
80 GEORGE HENRY BLVD.
Annual Membership Renewals: $10 Per Family
❉ Special Live Appearance By Duke The Dog-Toronto Marlies Hockey Mascot

*BBQ Meal Cost: $5.00 per person or $20.00 Per Family
(Meal includes a Hamburger, Hot Dog or Veggie Burger,
Chips, Doughnut and Soft Drink)
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs barbequed on location by M&M Meats

*BBQ Meals Must Be Pre-ordered • See Inside For Order Form

More Details Inside On Golden Jubilee Celebrations To Follow...
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ASSOCIATION NEWS – PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Grand Gala: A Gala to celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of the Henry
Farm Community was held at Le Parc
Banquet Hall on April 20, 2012. We
set a target of 100 guests for this event,
but we had 207 in attendance. To have
an attendance of over 200 adults at the
Gala from 600 single family homes is a
testament that we live in a special place
where neighbours are proud of their
community and want to celebrate its success.

success.

The venue, décor, food, drinks and entertainment, and more
importantly, the atmosphere at the event was wonderful. Based on
the feedback we received, the event was a great success. I would
like to recognize the major contributors to the success of this event
• The skill and commitment of our event chairs John and Marla
Fryers
• The professional graphic work of Joseph Ceneda
• The marketing skills and the use of lawn signs by Michael Lende
• The event coordination services of Larry Cuthbertson in
arranging the band and his contribution towards the cost
• The production and delivery of the colour newsletter by Thea
Haller, Bernard Assouad and Barb Simpson and her team
• The website work of Grant Fitz
• The Guests who made the commitment to attend this event

To honour her services to the community a plaque with her name
inscribed will be displayed on a Memorial Bench to be installed
outside the St. Matthew Church premises at 80 George Henry Blvd.

The team that was involved in the organizing of the event derived
great satisfaction that their hard work resulted in a resounding

Residents Support and Participation: We look forward to the
continued support and participation in the following Golden Jubilee
Events:
• Quilt Repatriation Ceremony on June 5, 2012
• Golden Jubilee Neighbourhood Party on June 19, 2012
• Golden Jubilee Book Release and Annual Golf Tournament on
September 15, 2012

Loss of Helen Flanagan: Immediate Past President of Henry
Farm Community Interest Association, Helen Flanagan passed away
after a brief illness on March 21, 2012.
During Helen’s tenure as president of the HFCIA from 2003 to
2009 she worked tirelessly for the interest of our community. She
showed great leadership during the unprecedented development
around Henry Farm. In addition to the role of president she would
also perform the functions of positions not filled in the Executive.
We will miss her wisdom and friendship in our community.

Changing of the guard in the Treasurer position: Long term
resident and current treasurer of the Henry Farm Community
Interest Association (HFCIA), Maureen Bainbridge recently moved
out of Henry Farm. Jim Kitchen has volunteered to be our new
treasurer. Maureen performed her job as treasurer diligently,
promptly and professionally. She also contributed to the success of
the HFCIA. We will miss her in the neighbourhood and look
forward to her continued presence in our social events. Jim Kitchen
is also a long term resident and contributed to the success of the
Scout movement in Henry Farm. We welcome Jim Kitchen to the
HFCI Executive.

HENRY FARM - LET’S GET TOGETHER!
Quilt Repatriation Ceremony
Shaughnessy Public School
Tuesday, June 5, 2012

Golden Jubilee
Neighbourhood Party and BBQ
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 (rain date June 21)

Golf Tournament and
Golden Jubilee Book Release
Saturday, September 15, 2012

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca

Namby Vithiananthan, President
Henry Farm Community Association

The Henry Farm Community Interest Association
wishes to thank resident Joseph Ceneda for
graciously preparing the wonderful graphic design of
our Golden Jubilee Celebrations.
Joseph can be reached at:
416-493-5669 or joseph.ceneda@gmail.com
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Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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SHAUGHNESSY PUBLIC SCHOOL

FROM YOUR LOCAL
COUNCILLOR

Every few years in education, there’s a shift, sometimes seismic, most
often not (but always promoted that way). If you hang around schools
these days you’ll hear about learning goals and success criteria. Learning goals
answer the question, “What do I want my students to know or be able
to do by the end of …?” That sounds familiar, right? Twenty years ago
the NDP government called them outcomes; following that the
Conservatives used the term expectations to capture the same spirit.
Nothing particularly revolutionary here; but the partner phrase, success
criteria, is another thing entirely.
You’ll probably remember the old game from your own schooldays: we
had to try to guess what our teachers wanted, whether that was on
homework, or an essay assignment, or a chapter test. Somehow giving
us even a tiny glimpse of what concretely expected was ‘giving it away’.
It’s pretty hilarious in hindsight. It went something like this: “In a
thousand words or less, discuss Hamlet’s fatal flaw.” Now these guys
probably felt that open-endedness cultivated creativity – and it probably
did for those who had a clue what they were reading, or had plenty of
successful experiences with writing persuasive essays. For the rest of us
plebeians, we were left wondering: How do I get started with something
like that? What would the difference between an A and C grade look
like for a paper like this? What does “discuss” really mean? What does
my teacher want?
Success criteria, when well formulated, delivers. They communicate
concretely to the student precisely what it takes to be successful. The
student will be able to read the success criteria and know exactly what it
takes to be successful in the assignment. No more guesswork. Is this
being easy on kids? Is this ‘giving it away’? Well, think about the last
time your boss gave you an assignment with a key client. Did s/he say,
“I’d like you to make this client happy: you decide for yourself how that
will look.” I somehow doubt it. S/he more likely said, “I need you to
do this, this and this, and that’s how you’ll know that the client is
happy.” Imagine if a young competitive athlete had no model to aspire
to and copy. Young people – and all us of really – need to know how
to be successful and what success looks like when we’ve accomplished
our goal.
So now in the best schools, we tell kids what successful looks like. And
strangely enough, they often rise to the occasion, having a road map,
sometimes for the first time in their academic career.
Have a wonderful summer on the Farm everyone!
Coach T (a.k.a. Ian Turner), Principal, Shaughnessy Public School

While I've made many friends in Henry Farm, some here today, some
moved on to other communities, some passed on, when I think of the
community and its people I always get a picture in my mind of Helen
and Gord Flanagan. The loss of Helen, last month was devastating for
Gord and the girls but also for Henry Farm. That's why she warranted a
proclamation in the City of Toronto public record. She represented a
whole community.
I met Helen at a Liberal do, after my
husband and I returned to North York in
1992. Sandy and I had grown up here but
moved away and returned with two small
daughters. Helen said her daughters were
grown but she knew just who to call about
young family services. A few years later,
fighting school closures as North York
Parent Assembly Chair, I saw Shaughnessy
P.S. on the draft list from the Province but
didn't know any Shaughnessy parents to
organize, I knew I only had to call Helen to
get started saving that school.
Later, Helen built a new model of flow of
communication between her ratepayer community, the parent council,
myself as Trustee and the Councillor, Joan King and later Paul
Sutherland. It was a very successful model. We ought to resurrect it.
When I was elected to Council, there were two important places to
start. First, a long lunch with my predecessor Paul and a long sit down
with Helen Flanagan. Paul had many details to pass along but he said, "I
don't need to tell you too much about Henry Farm. You've got Helen."
She took me all the way back in history to the Alcan suit, up to the
present day in Henry Farm. As the proclamation points out, Henry
Farm is one of the most valued neighbourhoods in North York and I
salute one its most valued residents.
Shelley Carroll, City Councillor
Ward 33, Don Valley East
100 Queen Street West, 2nd Floor, Suite A4
Phone: (416) 392-4038
E-mail: councillor_carroll@toronto.ca

KUDOS FOR THE GALA ORGANIZERS!
Wow! What a party! Here are some of the comments we have received.
“Fabulous evening out - $85.00! Living in Henry Farm – Priceless! Thank you for organizing a wonderful evening of friendship and fun.”
- Jane and Dave Fardell
“Congratulations! Namby, you and your team coordinated an amazing event. I have been producing events for many years and this one is at the top of
the list. From the beginning to the evening of the event, all the professional factors were there. I wish I had a team like yours to run some of my corporate
events. Thanks for letting me be part of such a great success. Thanks.”
- Larry Cuthbertson
“What a smashing success! Most well done by all those involved in its production! It was great to see such a mix of people, residents and alumni, elders
and not so elder, all willing to risk a turn on the dance floor to some great music. The sequencing of the event was perfect, arrival, photos, refreshments,
mingle, hors d'oeuvers, mingle, 5 courses, dancing, 3 luscious lovelies and their bump & grind and more dancing and mingling. You made a Special
Event. Well done. Thank you so much for all your efforts. We had a fabulous evening.”
- John & Eileen Crichton
“You did a great job on putting together a terrific party. Thank you,”
- Wayne & Elizabeth Wittmer
“I want to express my sincere appreciation for such a fabulous “50th” at Le Parc. The meal, live music, company and 3 girls were all thoroughly enjoyed
by Russ and I and very tastefully done. Many thanks to all who contributed.”
- Barbara McKay
“Namby, you and the organizing team did a great job. It was a fantastic party. Thanks.”
- Jane and Don Grant

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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THE HENRY FARMER

In Memoriam

Helen May Flanagan

Editor
Design/Layout
Advertising
Distribution

1940 - 2012

Thea Haller
Bernard Assouad
Joy Alloway
Barb Simpson

The Henry Farmer is published by the Henry Farm Community Interest
Association in March, June, October and December as a service to the
ratepayers of the Henry Farm area. The circulation is 1,100. Reports,
articles and community notices are welcome. Information from nonprofit associations in our community may be included, space permitting.
Submission deadlines are February 15, May 15, September 15 and
November 15. Please send material to: Thea Haller, Editor,
newsletter@henryfarm.ca or call 416-493-9390.
The Henry Farmer Business Directory promotes your business to the
residents of Henry Farm. Your business card ad will only cost $100 for
all 4 issues beginning with the October issue. Please make your cheque
payable to HFCIA (for the Henry Farm Community Interest Association).
Your payment and business card can be mailed to our Advertising
Coordinator: Joy Alloway, 5 Parfield Dr., Toronto ON M2J 1C1. For
inquiries, please contact Joy at 416-495-0782 (voice mail) or at
advertising@henryfarm.ca

WANTED
Website Maintenance: Are you interested in helping out
in your community or are you a high school student in need
of completing your 40 hours of community service? Are
you IT savvy and conversant with Google Sites
Administration (Google's cloud website development
platform)? The Henry Farm Community Interest
Association needs a Webmaster to help maintain and
update the community website (www.henryfarm.ca) on a
regular basis. If you are interested in this volunteer position,
please contact our president, Namby Vithiananthan at
president@henryfarm.ca.

A tribute to Helen was read by Michael Coteau, the MPP for Don
Valley East in the Ontario Legislature on April 16, 2012 in the
presence of her husband Gord and her two daughters, Diane and
Anne-Marie.

Henry Farm Community Interest Association
Membership Form
This is your opportunity to become a Member of your Henry Farm Community Interest Association. Please fill out your
information and send it along with your $10 annual dues (per home), to:
The Membership Director, HFCIA, c/o Jim Kitchen, Treasurer, 41 Quincy Cres., Toronto, ON, M2J 1C5
Name: __________________________ Address: _____________________________________ Postal code: _____________
E-mail:___________________ _________________________________________ ____ Telephone: ___________________
Please tick off the appropriate box below:
Yes No

Yes No

I want to be added to the HFCIA e-mail list
I wish to serve on the Executive Committee
I wish to join the Tennis Club

Community events I wish to attend
Curling Night Social – January
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner - April
Wheels Sale Spring Event - April
Neighbours’ Night Out - June
Golf Tournament – September

For more information please contact Michael Lende, Membership Director, HFCIA, membership@henryfarm.ca, 416-492-2033
or visit www.henryfarm.ca/membership

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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THE HENRY FARM BUSINESS DIRECTORY

This space is available for your ad
Only $100/year for 4 issues
For more information, contact Joy Alloway at
advertising@henryfarm.ca
or at 416-495-0782

This space is available for your ad
Only $100/year for 4 issues
For more information, contact Joy Alloway at
advertising@henryfarm.ca
or at 416-495-0782

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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Life in the Farm (1962 - 2012)
The Henry Farm Commemorative Book will bring to life the richness and diversity of our community with highlights of our history
and the development of the land, and stories about the people who have lived here and thrived during the past five decades.
Through pictures and words, we’ll cover the evolution of the school, church, community association and social activities. We'll also
shine a light on those random acts of kindness which have given our neighbourhood its particular brand of community.
Ours is a community that keeps people here, attracts former residents back and continues to be a magnet for others, enriching the
diversity of our neighbourhood. Henry Farm is “The Place to Live.”
Our Book Committee is hard at work. Please indicate your support by completing the form to help us gauge interest in this
important project. We look forward to hearing from you.
Shirley Paquette, Committee Chair, 50th Anniversary Commemorative Book
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------THE HENRY FARM 50TH COMMEMORATIVE BOOK
Life in the Farm (1962 – 2012)
Please indicate your interest in purchasing the book (cost will be approximately $20 to $30)
(please indicate)
• 1 copy
● 2 copies
● 3 copies
• 4 copies
● 5 copies
● More than 5 copies
Please provide your information below and drop off your form to Thea Haller
7 Ringwood Crescent, Toronto, ON M2J 1C8 or e-mail to theahaller@rogers.com
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________Postal Code: ____________________
Email:_______________________________________________Telephone:_______________________

An Invitation to History!
As part of the 50th Anniversary Celebrations, the 25th Anniversary Quilt has been
relocated from Oriole Community Centre to Henry Farm. The official repatriation
ceremony will take place as follows:
Place: Shaughnessy Public School
Date: Tuesday, June 5, 2012
Time: 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm
Many of the original quilters will be in attendance.
Please join us as we welcome a unique piece of Henry Farm history.
The Henry Farm Community Interest Association Executive
HENRY FARM COMMUNITY INTEREST ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE 2010-2011
President
Namby Vithiananthan
Secretary
Omman Hussain
Treasurer
Jim Kitchen
Advertising Coordinator
Joy Alloway
Community Affairs
Marla & John Fryers
Police liaison/Neighbourhood Watch John Crichton
Membership Chair
Michael Lende
Municipal Affairs
Peter Erwood
Newsletter Design/Layout
Bernard Assouad
Newsletter Distribution
Barb Simpson
Newsletter Editor
Thea Haller
Web Master
Grant Fitz
Members at Large
Barbara McKay
Brad Lennon
Joseph Ceneda
Gord Flanagan
Ian Turner

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca

416-499-6336
416-493-1829
416-496-0407
416-495-0782
416-498-7158
416-496-2081
416-884-5911
416-493-8953
416-498-7953
416-497-9619
416-493-9390
416-492-1898
416-494-7093
416-494-8524
416-498-5669
416-494-7314
416-395-2850
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president@henryfarm.ca
secretary@henryfarm.ca
treasurer@henryfarm.ca
advertising@henryfarm.ca
events@henryfarm.ca
nwatch@henryfarm.ca
membership@henryfarm.ca
municipal@henryfarm.ca
newsletter@henryfarm.ca
newsletter@henryfarm.ca
newsletter@henryfarm.ca
admin@henryfarm.ca
brad_lennon@stmatthew.ca
joseph.ceneda@gmail.com
gordflan@gmail.com
ian.turner@tdsb.on.ca
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THE HENRY FARM BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Esthetics & Electrolysis
This space is available for your ad
Only $100/year for 4 issues
For more information, contact Joy Alloway at
advertising@henryfarm.ca
or at 416-495-0782

Electrolysis
GIFT CERTIFICATE
Waxing
AVAILABLE
Eyebrows shaping
Eyelashes &
Eyebrows tinting
book today
Deep – Pore cleaning
Sue
Facial
416.494.8136
Teen Facial

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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HENRY FARM TENNIS CLUB
News

ANNUAL WHEELS SALE
Report
After a cold April, Saturday, April 28, 2012 was a nice sunny, but
cool day. This year the annual Wheels Sale, in conjunction with
the opening of the Tennis Club, brought many people to
Havenbrook Park, although it seemed like fewer people this year
over last.

The Henry Farm Tennis Club Open House was held on April
28, the same day as the Wheels Sale Day. 170 members have
signed-up by the time of this writing, which is slightly below last
year.
A few members used the courts on this cool but sunny day
under the watchful eye of Ed Wilson, our Club Pro.
Refreshments were served. Arfan Arif, a certified racquet
stringer, was re-stringing racquets in the Clubhouse for a very
reasonable price. Various new racquet models were made
available by a Head representative to try out.

This year we could have used more product, so next year don’t
forget to bring us your roller blades, wagons, kids bikes and
adult bikes as well.
In total we sold 6 items (5 bikes and I pair of rollerblades). A
net profit of $31 was made for the Henry Farm Community
Interest Association. Thank You!

The Club had the courts professionally power-washed at the
beginning of the season at a substantial cost. The Club
Executive believes it is money well-spent given the marked
difference in the court appearance.

Skiis and Biikes again provided free safety inspection services.
They continue to be a popular draw and were quite busy. They
also provided several prizes for our draw and we are very
thankful to have such a community spirited company as part of
our day. A big Thank You to Sean and Ian from Skiis and Biikes
for their expertise and helpful consultations!

The tennis season is now in full swing: free clinics by Ed are
under way and the Club’s Inter-County C Team is already
competing with other North York Clubs. Wednesday night
drop-in matches will begin June 6.

Many thanks also to David Haller for his help in printing the
flyers, to Chris Haller for supplying his real estate signs.

The Club arranged to have 2 instructors from the North York
Tennis Association teach basic tennis skills at the Club courts in
early May. A number of youngsters enthusiastically participated.

Ted and his daughter Jenna Northcott have organized and
administered the Wheels Sale event for the last six years. This
was Ted and Jenna’s last Wheels Sale and we are grateful for all
their hard work. Their enthusiasm and bright smiles were a
delight to behold and we will miss them greatly. Thank you Ted
and Jenna! We wish you the very best.

The Toonie and Junior Tennis programs are now running on
weekday afternoons with about 11 and 22 respective
participants.
Ed Wilson will be offering lessons to Adults and Juniors
throughout the summer. He can be contacted at 905-886-5946.

We look forward to having this annual event again next year. If
you have any “Wheels” items in your basement or garage, start
getting them ready now! For more information, or if you are
interested in helping out next year, please call Thea Haller (416493-9390). See you on the last Saturday of April 2013!

Hoping for good weather and wishing all HF Tennis Club
members a wonderful tennis season.
Bernard Assouad, Vice-President, Henry Farm Tennis Club

Thea Haller
Editor, Henry Farmer Newsletter
USED FRIDGE NEEDED
The Tennis Club is in need of a reliable, used fridge
for the Tennis Club office. If you have a spare one
or will be purchasing a new fridge and would like to
donate the old one, please give us a call. As long
as the fridge is in good condition we will be happy
to take it off your hands. Please contact Ed Wilson,
Club Pro, at 416-414-7158.
Henry Farm Tennis Club

www.henryfarm.ca
Website created and maintained as a free community service by resident Grant Fitz.
For your Google Application Solutions visit www/canadianwindrider.com/gasp/

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT

•

This is a very special year in Henry Farm as we celebrate 50
Years as a residential community. Your Neighbourhood Watch
is proud to have been an active part of the community since the
early 1970’s. Knowing your neighbour has been an integral part
of the Neighbourhood Watch program over the years, there is
no better time to reinforce this than during this year of
celebration. There will be opportunities to get to know your
neighbours, those next door, those behind, those up the street,
down the street or around the corner. One such event will be the
Neighbourhood BBQ to be held Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at the
parking lot of St. Matthew the Apostle – Oriole Church, so
come on out and meet your neighbours. Check elsewhere in the
Newsletter for details.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Henry Farm is considered a safe community, and we pride
ourselves on looking out for one another, for caring for our
properties, and for reporting activities that may jeopardize our
security. We work closely with 33 Division of the Toronto
Police Service to ensure incidents occurring within our
community are investigated and resolved. In their recent
Community Bulletin, the Division published the names of those
Constables assigned to various areas as part of their Community
Response role. As reported in the last issue of the Henry
Farmer, our Constable is PC Ido Sukman (Badge #9585). PC
Kelly Downie continues her role as our Crime Prevention
Officer.

•
•

Enjoy your summer. Join the Henry Farm celebrations and get
to know your neighbours. Be vigilant and safe, be diligent and
secure. I look forward to meeting many of you at the BBQ on
June 19th.
John Crichton, Chairperson, Police Liaison and Neighbourhood Watch
Henry Farm Community Interest Association

As summer approaches and we anticipate the weekly escapes to
cottage country, or longer summer vacation trips, it is worth
taking some basic precautions to ensure our properties are
secure during our absences. Here are some suggestions:
•
•
•
•

YOUR GALA PICTURES!
4” x 6” prints of the pictures taken by the
photographer at the Gala will be available for pick
up at the Neighbourhood Party & BBQ on June
19th. If you cannot attend the BBQ, please
contact Thea Haller for alternate arrangements.
Thea can be reached at 416-493-9390 or e-mail at
theahaller@rogers.com.

Check your Household Insurance Policy to confirm you
comply with any requirements of coverage.
If you are away for an extended period, you should arrange
to have a reliable person check your residence to ensure all
is well.
Be sure to let your neighbours, (beside, across the street,
and behind) know of your absence.
Stop newspaper deliveries. Nothing is a more obvious sign

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca

of absence than a pile of newspapers on your front
doorstep.
Arrange to have a neighbour collect mail & flyers and hold
them for your return.
If you have valuables, consider storing them in a safety
deposit box.
We all keep house keys and car keys in a convenient
location near the front entrance. You should remove these
items and place them in a secure spot.
Dial back your hot water heater.
Adjust timing devices on lights.
Leave a radio on.
Ensure all entrances (doors & windows) are secure,
including your garage.
These entrances should also be visible, and not concealed
by shrubbery.
Arrange for the grass to be cut, and shrubs trimmed.
Don’t leave waste containers at the curb, have a neighbour
remove them.
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the result that we now have a huge amount of catch-up to
do. But we still have no well-articulated vision and no
long-term funding plan.

PENNY-WISE AND POUND-FOOLISH
A view on “LRT”

Mayor Ford was elected with a huge majority by the
residents of the City, and for good reasons. He has also
been a staunch supporter of a subway network.
Unfortunately, he and his team – besides vacuous slogans have not been capable enough to articulate that vision and
to underpin it with a sensible funding plan. “Start building
now, we’ll figure out how to pay for it later” doesn’t wash
with most rational citizens.

I believe that City Council made a strategic mistake in
voting last month for the so-called LRT plan. What has
been voted for is a network of streetcars, not for an LRT
network.
It is plainly obvious that we needed to urgently do
something about the pathetic state of the public transit
system in our City. But where I fundamentally disagree
with the Council’s decision, is how to solve it. The main
argument that has been advanced in Council is that
because we don’t have the money to build it right, we will
build something cheap now, even if it isn’t very smart in
the long-term, with the money we got from the Province.
In other words, let’s be penny-wise and pound-foolish.

So what is the solution?
Common sense says that we have to expand our rapid
transit network without competing with existing
automobile traffic and without taking capacity away from
it: above ground where there is fallow space, under ground
where there isn’t. Clearly an expansion of the existing
“subway” network with the same car configuration is the
solution and it doesn’t have to all be underground.
Furthermore, using the same subway cars significantly
reduces maintenance costs, as no new tooling and training
is required.

More specifically for our neighbourhood, streetcars on
Sheppard are the wrong answer. A network of streetcars
will still be a component of vehicular traffic on the streets
where it is built. Streetcars will stop at traffic lights and
will obstruct intersections. An elevated track (see St Clair
West) will force drivers into dangerous U-turns when
turning left into side streets. The streetcar tracks will take
33% of the street capacity; 2 out of 6 lanes disappear;
traffic congestion gets worse. And finally, streetcars won't
be much faster than current buses and will be much slower
than the right alternative, off-road transit. The Light
”Rapid” Transit won’t be very rapid.

Now how about the money? Clearly we cannot afford to
catch-up years and years of neglect in one massive spurt.
We will need a sustained and long-term effort. Let’s build
an off-road/subway expansion with the money we now
have from the Province. But let’s not stop there, or we will
be perpetuating the same mistakes we made over the past
25-30 years. Let’s continue building - at a slower pace over the next decades.

The streetcars carrying capacity passengers will be a
fraction of an equivalent off-road network. Streetcars will
cost billions for not much improvement in the transit
situation.

Like many of my fellow citizens, I do not like to see my
hard-earned money taxed, only to see it disappear down a
black hole at City Hall. I would, however, be receptive to
a special levy over a number of years that would be kept
separate from the City operating budget and dedicated
exclusively to fund the right type of expansion of the City’s
transit system. Pension funds (such as the CPPIB) would
love to debt-finance such an infrastructure project. This
debt – again kept separate from the City debt – would be
paid back through that special levy.

The “LRT” term is loosely used by City Council to
designate this network of streetcars and contradicts the
definition of “light rapid transit” according to the US
Federal Transit Administration. An LRT system does not
steal space from automobile traffic and it runs on
dedicated rights-of-way. A good example is Calgary’s LRT
which runs off-street and on dedicated space and is never
stopped by automobile traffic. That is not what Toronto
will be getting.

In summary, an expansion of our off-road/subway system
is the right thing to do. It can be done, and it can be done
right.

In every well-managed city around the world, offroad/subway systems have taken decades to plan and
execute, underpinned by a long-term vision and steady
construction activity. All of them start with a spurt of
activity to build a core network. Then construction
continues at a steady – albeit slower - pace to expand the
network as the city grows.

Talking to other residents, many share these views and the
HCIA Executive unanimously voted a resolution
supporting them.
If we are to build for the future, let us not build something
that is driven by short-term expediency and that we will
regret for the next 50 years. Let’s build a valuable legacy
for our children and grandchildren.

In Toronto, the core subway network was built many years
ago (the Bloor line and the U); and since then – besides
the Sheppard “stubway” – nothing happened. There
appeared to be no will at City Hall to push ahead. With

Visit our updated website: www.henryfarm.ca

Bernard Assouad, Henry Farm Resident

11

THE HENRY FARMER – June 2012

GOLDEN JUBILEE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTY

WHAT A PART Y!
GOLDEN JUBILEE GALA NIGHT

◆◆◆
◆◆◆
4 PIECE
LIVE BAND

FREE

*BBQ

CANDY & POP
CORN

❉DUKE

BALLOON
ARTIST

THE DOG

FREE
ADMISSION

TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2012 • 6pm - 9:30 pm
(Rain Date: Thursday, June 21)

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH PARKING LOT
80 GEORGE HENRY BLVD.
Annual Membership Renewals: $10 Per Family
❉ Special Live Appearance By Duke The Dog-Toronto Marlies Hockey Mascot

*BBQ Meal Cost: $5.00 per person or $20.00 Per Family
(Meal includes a Hamburger, Hot Dog or Veggie Burger,
Chips, Doughnut and Soft Drink)
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs barbequed on location by M&M Meats

*BBQ Meals Must Be Pre-ordered • See Inside For Order Form

More Details Inside On Golden Jubilee Celebrations To Follow...

