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Launch of the New Website 
Thanks to the leadership of Joseph Ceneda, we got a new 
website installed during the winter of 2021 with assistance of 
a third-party web developer, Terry Heenan. The new website 
has been well received and programmed in a manner that 
makes it easier to maintain in the future.

Quiet Social Calendar for the First 8 Months of 
the Year
The first 8 months of this year were a quiet time in the 
neighbourhood as the effects of the ongoing COVID 19 
pandemic restricted us to our homes and affected our social 
events. In spite of all the challenges and the restrictions, we 
are thankful to our Social Chair, Lily Jarvis, with assistance 
from Wendy Petcoff, for organizing the cookie exchanges 
for Valentine’s Day and Easter with reasonable participation 
from residents.
After the summer break in July and August we made up for 
the lost time with lots of activity in September and October 
2021.

September 1, 2021 - We Welcomed Community 
Improvements for a Value of $400,000 in the 
Henry Farm Community!
$400,000 Section 37 funds received from developers at 
Parkway Forest was invested in the Henry Farm community 
based on ideas presented through the participatory 
budget process that was voted on at Havenbrook Park on 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021. Over 180 participants voted 
(2 votes per participants). The winning projects were:
1. Improvements to the Havenbrook Park playground - 

$300,000 (122 votes)
2. Resurfacing the Henry Farm Tennis Club courts - $60,000 

(115 votes)
3. Adding additional lighting to Havenbrook Park - $50,000 

(29 votes) 
The ones which were not successful are: 
• Mulholland Cairn beautification (11) 
• Adding bleachers to baseball diamond (4) 
• Mural on tennis clubhouse (1) 
• Fitness Park in Havenbrook Park (81)
HFCIA thanks Councillor Carroll for the allocation of these 
funds to the Henry Farm community.

September 11, 2021 - Neighbours Night Out
Traditional Henry Farm Neighbours Night Out was back 
this year! The event included gathering at the street host’s 
driveway, then followed by the community gathering for 
music, snacks and fun events at the tennis club.  A big thank 

you for Lily Jarvis for organizing the event, Larry Cuthbertson 
for organizing the entertainment and face painter, Eileen 
Crichton for organizing the police cruisers and a special 
“Thanks” to all those who hosted the street parties.

October 1, 2021 - New Rooming House 
Legislation Halted! 
New Rooming House legislation proposed by the City of 
Toronto came back to a council vote on October 1st, after 
being deferred due to lack of support in July 2021. HFCIA 
organized a petition via newsletter and our website. There 
were 162 responses to the petition and all 162 respondents 
OPPOSED the new rooming house regulations. In addition, 
several letters of opposition were sent to the Mayor and 
Councillor Shelley Carroll and HFCIA. The petitions were 
submitted at the October meeting. Once again there were 
sufficient Councillors opposed to the new regulations that 
resulted in another deferral at the council meeting. HFCIA 
has heard the response from the neighbourhood loud and 
clear and will continue to oppose if this proposal is brought 
back to council.

October 10, 2021 - Thanksgiving Parade
The Inaugural Thanksgiving parade and donation drive 
for North York Harvest Food Bank was held on Sunday, 
October 10, 2021. It was well received by the residents. 
We had 2 pick-up trucks full of donations of non-perishable 
food items from the residents and $725.00 worth of 
donations in cheques received in favour of the food bank. 
A Big Thank You to Lily Jarvis for organizing the parade, 
Larry Cuthbertson for organizing the entertainment, Eileen 
Crichton for organizing the Mounted Police unit and police 
cruisers, Ken Klinger and Wendy Petcoff for promoting the 
event by email and Facebook, and especially all the residents 
who participated and donated.
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President’s Annual Report for Period - Nov 2020 to October 2021

Spring Event 
April 2022

Neighbors Night Out 
June 2022

60th Anniversary Event 
TBD

Thanksgiving Food Parade 
October 2022

AGM 
November 2022

HENRY FARM
LET’S GET TOGETHER
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT cont.

October 31, 2021 – Halloween – Start your Trick 
or Treating Event
Due to safety concerns because of Covid-19 among children, 
we had a low-key event organized by Lily Jarvis and Wendy 
Petcoff at St. Mathew’s Church. Kids got a head start for 
their trick or treating with a custom-made Henry Farm 
recyclable bag with rooster logo filled with candy. Kids took 
their pictures with Henry the Rooster for a costume contest. 
The “start event” was well attended.
Due to the uncertainty surrounding the Covid-19 safety 
concerns we were apprehensive about the participation 
of trick or treating in the neighbourhood. I was pleasantly 
surprised with the number of kids who participated. I had 
230 kids who came to my door to get their Halloween candy.

Communication: Newsletters, Facebook, Emails 
and Website Updates
A big thank you to Wendy Petcoff for getting the 4 
newsletters published (lots of work involved in gathering 
the articles and organizing the contents). Steve O’Keefe for 
coordinating and collecting the advertisements, and Barb 
Simpson and her team for distributing the newsletter to 
every home in the neighbourhood.
Thanks Wendy, again for your constant updates to the 
Facebook. Thanks to Ken Klinger for maintaining the Chimp 
Mail and sending emails to residents along with updates to 
the websites. Thanks to Linda Ristevski for organizing the 
web-based petition for the rooming house and, last but not 
least, Joseph Ceneda for providing the graphic work.

Municipal Affairs, Finance, Administration & 
Members at Large
With challenges during the Pandemic, we are grateful for 
the efforts of Ken Klinger for raising over $4,000 in annual 
membership dues from Henry Farm members to offset our 
expenses. Thank you, Peter Erwood, for keeping up with 
municipal affairs and attending many meetings on behalf of 
HFCIA. Thanks to Jim Kitchen for taking care of the money 
and stepping up to help whenever a need arises. Thanks 
to Dunja Lackovic for keeping records of the minutes and 
performing the necessary administration. Thanks for the 
continued help of members at large Thea Haller, Jonathan 
Mousley, Laura Norris and Joseph Ceneda along with the 
recent recruits, Sabrina Wong and Sherri Golisky

A Shout Out to “Henry the Rooster”
Introduction of “Henry the Rooster” at Neighbours Night 
Out and the events following has been a great hit among the 
kids and adults alike. We appreciate the contribution of our 
rooster-wearing Kalie?, the official mascot of Henry Farm!

Financials
Due to increase in expenses in the last 2 years (including 
some extra ordinary expenses) we have had deficit of 
$1,127 in the current year end October 2021 and deficit 
of $ 3,254 for last year (Year ended October 31, 2020). We 
financed these deficits with reserves from accumulated 
income surpluses from previous years. At the end of the year 
(October 31, 2021) our accumulated operating surplus was 
$11,331. In addition, we have special reserve of $ 10,800 for 
a community project within the community. 
We wish to maintain a healthy reserve for extra ordinary 
expenses. Therefore, to offset our increased expenses HFCIA 
decided at our annual general meeting on November 2, 
2021 to increase the annual family subscription to $ 25.00 
commencing in the year 2022. (The last time membership 
fees were increased was in 2011). If you need further 
information on the finances, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Thea Haller’s Retirement from HFCIA
After serving on the HFCIA for many years as the newsletter 
editor and member at large Thea is retiring from the 
executive. We thank her for the service to the community. 
On a personal note, I thank Thea for her willingness to assist 
me on many projects on behalf of HFCIA. I could always 
count on her to step up to the plate and deliver. We will miss 
you on the HFCIA executive.

Looking Forward to Celebrating the Henry Farm 
60th Anniversary Celebration in 2022
The Henry Farm community will be 60 years old in 2022. If 
we get past the pandemic, we are hoping to celebrate our 
60th birthday with an elaborate Neighbours Night Out Party 
on the 3rd Tuesday in June and a Dinner & Dance party in 
the last quarter of 2022. More details to follow. 
The commitment of volunteers serving on the executive is 
much appreciated. In spite of the pandemic, the teamwork 
and the contribution of the various important roles that each 
of the executive members perform, make Henry farm “The 
Place To live”
Namby Vithiananthan, President

2021/2022 HFCIA  
Membership Summary

Dear Readers,

In November, we exceeded our all-time membership 
participation to a new level of over 200 membership 
households!

Membership funds events like our Neighbours’ Night out, 
the Henry Farmer as well as subsidizes some of the fun 
family activities like our Thanksgiving parade and Halloween 
contest so as always, on behalf of the entire HFCIA 
executive, I thank all of those who joined this year – it really 
helps.

 

Congratulations again to Laura McKerron who was the lucky 
winner of a $100 DoorDash gift certificate during our June 
membership drive.

I hope all Henry Farmers, family and friends stay well and 
have a safe and happy holiday season ahead.

Ken Klinger  
HFCIA Membership Chair
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VEHICLE THEFTS: There were two reported incidents of 
car thefts over night during the week of September15/17. It 
appears to be a planned event with several people involved. 
Both cars were locked and removed from driveways around 
3-4 a.m. Some of the activity was caught on camera. A 
Honda was stolen on Elfindale and a Lexus on Skyview. In 
each case, it seemed that the criminals knew where the cars 
of interest were located.

York Region Police reported they have busted a vehicle ring 
and recovered 28 stolen vehicles. The ring targeted vehicles 
in high demand overseas, including Lexus models, Toyota 
SUV’s and Honda SUV’s. Thefts occur from driveways, so if 
possible, keep cars locked in garages. Park the older, less 
attractive car behind the newer one.

Consider purchasing a Steering Wheel Club in a very visible 
bright colour as a deterrent. Purchase a “Faraday Box” to 
keep your keys inside. It is an inexpensive pouch for your car 
key fobs and with the keys inside, you can’t open the door or 
start the engine.

Police remind us to report all criminal activity to Toronto 
Police. It’s good advice and costs zero dollars! When 
something isn’t an immediate emergency, some of us think 
it’s not worth reporting. It’s important to know that only 
reported crime makes it into the statistics that help the 
Police Chief figure out how many officers each division 
needs week- to - week. If your car is broken into, don’t 
just call the garage to have it fixed. Call the Toronto Police 
Services non-emergency line at 416-808-2222 to give them 
the information. You can also report it online through their 
CITIZEN ONLINE REPORT ENTRY.(CORE)

A Thank You note from the Issa Family on George Henry 

“Our family and pets recently moved into our new home 
on George Henry Blvd. Unfortunately, late in the week 
of October 17th, one of our beautiful house cats, Bilal, 
escaped. We were frantic and started a search that evening 
by flashlight. We met some of our neighbours many of 
whom, being pet owners themselves, were very encouraging. 
Reports of sightings, night light camera shots and people 
helping to search showed us how much Henry Farm cares. 
After three days and countless hours of searching , we were 
rewarded when a tired and very hungry Bilal appeared at our 
front porch. All pet owners will know our relief.

It’s beautiful how love brings communities together. It was 
quite an ordeal as we searched for our cat. Bilal found 
us, but we found new friends and family in this lovely 
neighbourhood. We are so grateful to be a part of this caring 
community.

Thank you to our Henry Farm neighbours for their help, 
encouragement and warm words of concern. “        

A very warm welcome to the Issa Family and it is good to 
know we are looking out for each other in Henry Farm.

Safety Reminders: It’s dark very early so keep those lights 
on. It also is a welcome sight as we come home. Be a good 
neighbour and clear the leaves from your property and out 
on the street in front of your home. Eventually these leaves 
will create flooding when it rains/snows if the catch basins 
are blocked. Keep the sidewalks and pathways clear of 
snow for deliveries, dog walking and exercising. The more 
folks walking in a well-lit neighbourhood, the safer it is for 
everyone.

Special Thanks: To our Community Police officers Dale 
Swift and Aaron Sit, from 33 Division for supporting our 
Neighbour’s Night Out Event in September and our 
Thanksgiving Parade in October. They always bring joy 
and energy to our community and participate with great 
enthusiasm. It was extra special to have the Mounted Unit 
from Toronto Police, with Officers Jeremy Beaupre and 
Allana Gavaller, lead our Parade.

Eileen Crichton 
Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison

NEIGHBOURHOOD  
WATCH REPORT 

Thanks to our Advertisers!!! 

As we come to the close of our 39th year of publishing 
the Henry Farmer newsletter, I would like to sincerely 
thank our many loyal advertisers for their on-going 
financial support over the past year. These crazy Covid 
times are a challenge for everyone, especially for small 
business owners, and we appreciate their continued 
commitment to our community.

A significant amount of the  cost to publish the 
newsletter is covered by advertising and we would not 
be able to continue this great local community outreach 
without our advertiser’s financial support. 

Please take a few 
minutes as you read 
the Newsletter to 
familiarize yourself 
with our advertiser’s 
ads and, if and when 
the need arises in 
the future, consider 
using their services. 
Your patronage will be 
greatly appreciated.

Steve O’Keefe 
Henry Farmer Advertising Coordinator
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Position Candidate Phone E-Mail

President Namby Vithiananthan 416-499-6336 president@henryfarm.ca

Secretary Dunja Lackovic 416-498-6775 secretary@henryfarm.ca

Treasurer Jim Kitchen 416-496-0407 treasurer@henryfarm.ca

Social Activities Lily Jarvis 416-986-8098 henryfarmevents@gmail.com

Membership Ken Klinger 416-578-5365 membership@henryfarm.ca

Municipal Affairs Peter Erwood 416-493-8953 municipal@henryfarm.ca

Police Liaison/Neighbourhood Watch Eileen Crichton 416-496-2081 nwatch@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter Distribution Barb Simpson 416-497-9619 newsletter@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter/Social Media Editor Wendy Petcoff 416-485-4792 editorhenryfarm@gmail.com

Advertising Coordinator Steve O’Keefe 416-491-2140 advertising@henryfarm.ca 

Web Administrator Linda Ristevski 416-892-9737 admin@henryfarm.ca

Members-at-Large Joseph Ceneda
Sabrina Wong
Jonathan Mousley: 416-461-6726

Laura Norris: 416-498-0854
Sherry Golisky

Henry Farm Community Interest Association – 2021/2022 Executive

Protecting patients and our community:  
NYGH’s vaccination and visitor policy update

As a result of Ontario’s strong vaccination rates and 
precautionary measures such as masking, Ontario has been 
largely spared the dire impacts of COVID this fall. Recovering 
from the aftermath of the pandemic will take time, but our 
lives are slowly but surely getting back to normal. And the 
growing consensus within public health is that COVID will 
become endemic like other viruses we live with like chicken 
pox and influenza. 

North York General Hospital (NYGH) continues to partner 
with the other members of the North York Toronto Health 
Partners and Toronto Public Health to get as many people 
in our community vaccinated as possible.  We’re bringing 
clinics into neighbourhoods and giving people a hand to 
get their first doses. In November, certain higher risk groups 
including people aged 70 and over are being offered a third 
dose if it’s been 168 days or more since their second shot. 
Visit the Ontario COVID-19 vaccination website to book an 
appointment or find a clinic - COVID-19 vaccine booking 
portal. 

Health Canada recently approved the vaccine for children 
aged 5 to 11. Vaccinations are largely being delivered 
at school-based clinics, starting with neighbourhoods 
considered at greater risk.

There are also different ways to get tested for COVID-19. 
Given that COVID-19, the flu and other viruses share some of 
the same symptoms, NYGH is running special testing clinics 
to help people receive the right diagnosis and treatment 
sooner. If you have symptoms associated withe COVID-19 or 
other respiratory viruses, book your test or assessment at the 
North York Cough, Cold and COVID Test Clinic at 555 Finch 
Avenue West. 

NYGH values the role of families and care partners in 
patients’ health and wellbeing and continues to safely 
increase family and caregiver presence. To ensure the safest 
environment for everyone, NYGH now requires anyone 
visiting or accompanying a patient to be fully vaccinated (14 
days from the second dose). Some limited exemptions may 
apply. More information can be found on the North York 
General Hospital website.

Message from Henry Heights townhouses to our 
neighbours in Henry Farm:

Please do not dump your junk at our garbage collection 
points along George Henry Boulevard! If the City doesn’t 
pick it up we end up paying for its removal.

Please be a good neighbour.
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B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

Family Board Games & Puzzles 
 

Free pick up/delivery in Henry Farm

www.ironbeangames.com

Heather D. Griffiths
REALTOR®

Melissa Griffiths
REALTOR®

WWW.GRIFFITHSGROUP.CA
416-494-7653

685 Sheppard Ave East, Suite 401
Toronto, ON M2K 1B6

heathergriffiths@rogers.com

melissa@griffithsgroup.ca
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B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y
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Christmas Services at St. Matthew 
the Apostle Oriole

Following Covid 19 Protocols, in person Christmas Services 
at St. Matthew will be held on December 24 at 4:30 PM 
(appropriate for families with little ones), 7 PM and 11 PM 
and Christmas Day at 10 AM. Everyone is welcome at all 
services. Please register to attend through the St. Matthew 
Website http://www.stmatthew.ca

Reverse Advent Calendar

Advent is a time of waiting and anticipating. In the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas, Advent Calendars give us 
something, usually a treat each day. The “Reverse Advent 
Calendar’ means we give something each day. St. Matthew 
is collecting food for Oriole Foodspace, our local food bank, 
to help them meet the ever-increasing requests for food 
assistance.

http://www.oriolefoodspace.com/ 

How it works: Each day add an item from the list to a box. 
For a suggested food list check St. Matthew’s Website or 
email kyn_barker@stmatthew.ca  for additional information. 
A container will be outside the church door facing George 
Henry Blvd. You can bring your donations on Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday between 10 and 5 or save it 
up and bring all items on December 24, Christmas Eve. 

Join us in helping those in need in our community. Thank you 
for participating.

Volunteers Needed

The Henry Farmer comes out four times a year and 
is delivered by a very committed dedicated group of 
volunteers, many of whom have been doing so for years.  
We are looking for some new people, some fresh blood.  
This could count toward community hours for students.  
Individually, each street takes less than an hour to deliver 
the newsletter.  If you can help, please contact me.

Barb Simpson 416-497-9619

Letter from the Editor

Another strange year has come and gone. But we 
have muscled through as a strong community! One 
of our strengths is communication though the HFCIA 
membership, this newsletter, the new website and the 
Henry Farmer Facebook page. If you haven’t joined 
any of them please consider it. As you can see from the 
presidents report the neighborhood is involved in a lot 
of social and government issues and communication is 
the key. We love to hear from you by email or on line. 

It was exciting to see the response to the events 
organized this year. We are always looking for new ideas 
and of course volunteers to help out. It’s a lot of work 
to put this together and we welcome new faces. If you 
are interested in being a member at large, volunteer for 
some of the events or just want to contribute ideas we 
want to hear from you.

From all of us at the HFCIA 
we wish you all the best of 
the holiday season and a very 
Happy New Year to you and 
yours.

Wendy Petcoff 
Editor

Over the summer, my team and I joined many of you in 
hosting a very successful Participatory Budgeting process. 
The three successful projects include lighting and playground 
improvements in Havenbrook Park and resurfacing the Henry 
Farm Tennis Club courts. Thank you to the over 180 Henry 
Farmers who came out on voting day to share their feedback 
and bring these ideas to life!

My team and I will keep in touch as we receive more 
information on these projects to keep you engaged 
throughout the implementation process. In the meantime, 
visit shelleycarroll.ca/participatory-budgeting for updates.

I also want you to get engaged in a major capital project 
coming up in the area: Road Reconstruction on Sheppard 
Avenue East. The City will be reconstructing Sheppard Ave 
E from Bayview Ave to Leslie St in 2023-2024 and staff are 
starting the process to gather community feedback.

Road reconstruction might not sound like the most exciting 
thing in the world, but it is a once in a lifetime occurrence. 
The City only completely reconstructs roads once every 75 
to 100 years. This is a huge opportunity for our community 
to create a road that can support our growing population for 
the next century.

In addition to completely replacing the road’s base, asphalt, 
curbs and sidewalks, staff will be looking into a number of 
road design improvements including widening sidewalks, 
installing safer cycling infrastructure, making intersections 
safer for pedestrians, and planting more trees along the 
corridor.

You can get involved in this process by joining a community 
consultation session or sharing your thoughts through 
an online form. All of the details on this project and 
opportunities for engagement are available at toronto.ca/
sheppardavenueeast. 

Shelley Carroll 
City Councillor – Don Valley North

Shelley Carroll Councillor Ward 17 
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Henry Farm Gives Back

What an overwhelming support and love was felt while 
cruising down our neighbourhood during our first Annual 
Thanksgiving Parade. 

2 massive truckloads of non perishable food, $725 in 
donations from neighbours, a ton of smiling neighbours 
waving as the parade drove by. 

Massive thanks to our volunteers! 

It was a beautiful day and my heart is full. 

Henry Farm sure did give back! 

Lily Jarvis 
Social co-ordinator HFCIA

Halloween Costume Contest 2021

Congratulations to our winners of the HFCIA Halloween 
costume contest! It was a close race but the Goldwater 
and the Lee-Newton families were tied for the best 
costumes. We were so happy to see so many families 
come out and join in the fun. Many thanks to Ken 
Newton and his daughter Olivia for the wonderful and 
so talented carved pumpkins, to HFCIA social events 
leader Lily Jarvis for her usual amazing organizing skills, 
and as always our Henry the Rooster!

Holiday Cookie Sale!

Thanks to all who participated 
in the holiday cookie sale this 
December. This is always a 
hit with the neighborhood 
and we are happy that it is so 
enjoyed with all the children 
and pictures posted on our 
own facebook page the 
Henry Farmers. We usually 
do cookies for Valentines and 
Easter as well so stay tuned. 
Thanks again to all the Farmers 
for their support of the HFCIA.

Neighbors Night Out 2021

A wonderful time was had by all with this year’s NNO in the Henry Farm community. We at the HFCIA were so grateful to 
all the street hosts and everyone who came to celebrate this great neighborhood of ours at Havenbrook Park this year. 
Special thanks to the HF Tennis club for their contribution to the afternoon event, and of course to our own HFCIA social 
coordinator Lily Jarvis who always steps up to make sure it’s a fun time. With our Toronto Police helping out and of course 
our own Henry the Rooster and volunteers who helped make the day special… We thank you all. Look forward to next year!


