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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Off-Leash Dog Park Proposal at Havenbrook Park

We will be submitting the petitions, emails and comments received
up to November 28, 2019 to the Councillor and relevant city
officials.

The city is considering building an off-leash dog park at Havenbrook
Park using Section 37 funds allocated from the Parkway Forest
development based on the idea proposed by residents of Parkway
Forest and Henry Farm. Councillor Carroll has indicated to us
that she has 200 names of Henry Farm residents in support of
the off-leash dog park. We are also aware that there is substantial
opposition to the dog park. As the community is split on this issue,
the HFCIA executive made a decision not to take a position on
this matter. However, the HFCIA wants to ensure the community
is kept informed, gather information and provide feedback to the
Councillor and city officials.

In this newsletter, there is a background article by Councillor Shelley
Carroll describing the process to be followed by the city regarding
the off-leash dog park proposal, as well as a letter to the editor
written by Sarah Coombs in support of the dog park and one
written by George Margolius in opposition to the dog park. We will
have the website petition and the written petitions open until January
2020 and any resident who wishes to submit a handwritten petition
can use the petition contained in this newsletter. We will also continue
to collect emails written to president@henryfarm.ca and forward
them to the appropriate city officials. Further, we will continue to
update the residents periodically on any new developments on this
proposal.

On November 15, an email was sent to the Henry Farm email data
base encouraging residents to provide their views on the proposal
in the form of a petition for and against, and to also email the
Councillor and myself. The following is a summary of the responses
we have received up to November 28, 2019.

Volunteers Needed to Organize Social Activities.
Social activities have brought the community together and
contributed to the success of making Henry Farm “the place to
live“. In 2020, the following events are planned:

We received a copy of the petition collected by Henry Farm resident
Dunja Lackovic and submitted to Shelley Carroll in October 2019.
There were 84 names in support of the dog park (9 of those who
signed the petition have since changed their mind and signed
the petition against the dog park and there has since been one
additional withdrawal).

1. Family potluck dinner to celebrate Valentine’s Day on Saturday,
February 8, 2020
2. Couples Event (type of event to be determined) on April 18 or
May 2, 2020

We received a petition with 217 names against the dog park
submitted by Henry Farm resident Merida Lake (this petition was
submitted to Councillor Carroll in late November 2019).

3. Family - Neighbours’ Night Out (Tuesday, June 16, 2020)

We received 13 responses from one petition on the HFCIA website
(the initial petition form that was then replaced by a JotForm
petition template), 95 responses from the JotForm petition on the
HFCIA website (the JotForm petition is currently active in the Henry
Farm website) and 44 emails sent to president @henryfarm.ca. There
were 4 duplicates from Dunja’s list and 70 duplicates from Merida’s
list on the petitions for and against the dog park received in the
website and by email.

4. Children’s Halloween Party, 2 to 4 pm, on Saturday, October 31,
2020.

The Net Total of responses as of November 28, 2019 is 83 (22%) in
support of the off-leash dog park and 286 (78%) against.

President
Namby Vithiananthan - President

www.henryfarm.ca

In the past we have had one person organizing all 4 events. As we
have not been able to find a volunteer to do all 4 events, we are
looking for individuals to join the executive and organize 1 of the 4
events. If you can help the community by volunteering your time,
please contact me at 416.499.6336 or email president@henryfarm.ca
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HFCIA Halloween Event a Big Hit!

Shaughnessy PS Student News

A wonderful time had as usual at the annual HFCIA
Halloween Party. Congrats to all the wonderful costumes!

Science Centre Residency Trip

Best Girl costume_ Sofia Pacheco (witch)

By Akshay Arun

Best boy costume Hafiz kurji ( pilot)

Ms. Li’s Grade 5/6 Class from Shaughnessy Public School
went on a week-long residency trip to the Science Center
starting on the 18th of November and ending on the 22nd of
November.

Best parent costumes_ Martha Wyatt (Harley Quinn) Darryl
Chow (joker)
Best dressed family costume - Ken, Irene, and Olivia LeeNewton (aka The Addams Family)

Our first project was to build a space lander that can absorb
shock from a meter high. We built our lander and named it
the Octopus 101 because it kind of looked like an octopus
when we finished it.
Our second project was to build a Scribble Bot. In this
project, we built a robot using a base (container, lid, etc), a
DC motor, and four markers. We made our Scribble Bot in
such a way that it looked like a Roomba, one of those robot
vacuum cleaners.
The last, and the longest project was to build something that
would help with the Millennium Sustainable Development
Goals. We were assigned partners and built our final
product, a sky crane. In addition, we went to different
exhibitions like the space exhibit, the human body exhibit,
the Weston Family Challenge exhibit, and the Planetarium.
We saw the stars, a double pendulum, levers, ferrofluid, a
wind tunnel, etc.
n addition, we learned how to code using Micro:Bits. Some
of us coded a program that measures soil moisture and the
temperature. The trip was super fun and we learned a lot
from it!
Remembrance Day Assembly
By Pendar Saeb
On November 11, 2019, our school had the most touching
assembly to pay our honours to the fallen soldiers.
Before the assembly started, each class would bring in a
wreath they had worked on for the past week. The wreaths
were beautiful and recognized the soldiers that hadn’t made
it.
The decorations helped make the songs even more
emotional! The first and second graders sang a touching
song about the soldiers that hadn’t made it. Then, the fourth
graders sang a very moving acapella about how wearing a
poppy can remember those soldiers.
After, we played a slideshow of the friends and family that
passed away during the war. Many people began to miss the
fallen soldiers.
At exactly eleven o’clock we stood up and silently mourned
the former soldiers for two minutes.
Lastly, Commander Hill stood up and thanked the school
for hosting an assembly for the soldiers and how this is his
favourite part of his job.
After the assembly, I thanked him for his service. That is the
touching assembly our school hosted to remember the fallen
soldiers.
Believing in Achieving

www.henryfarm.ca
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Limited Parking Spots Available:
80 George Henry Blvd.
(W of Don Mills Rd., & 1 blk. South of Sheppard Ave.)
St. Matthew The Apostle Oriole Anglican Church.
Call: 416-494-7020 x 1 or email office@stmatthew.ca.

We would like to hear from you!
The HFCIA would like to hear from you in regards to any
suggestions for social events or anything you would like to
see in this newsletter. We would like to make sure everyone
has input so reach out!
We have two social media sites. You can log onto the Henry
Farmer group Facebook page so you can be informed on
neighbourhood issues and events as well as the newsletter
and the HFCIA email. Make sure you are part of the
membership!

Learn & Enjoy Photography at
the Don Mills Camera Club
From beginner to advanced.
- speakers - workshops
- outings - competitions.

Or you can send me a note on my email at
editorhenryfarm@gmail.com. We have started page called
Letters to the Editor. We will do our best to publish it.
Wishing you and your family the warmest wishes of the
holiday season.

Meetings at St Matthews the Apostle-Oriole Church
80 George Henry Blvd.
7:00-9:30pm, 2nd & 4th Thursdays - Sept. to April
donmillscameraclub.org

Wendy Petcoff
Editor

www.henryfarm.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Marylou Heenan
CCSTM
Assante Capital Management Ltd.
9130 Leslie St. #302
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0B9
Tel: 905.707.5220
Cell: 416.518.1332
Fax: 905-707-1035
Email: mheenan@assante.com

www.henryfarm.ca
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NYGH tips on how to protect yourself (and loved ones) from the flu

NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH REPORT
Vigilant Henry Farmers

Sneezing, sniffles, coughing and aches are all typical
symptoms of the common cold — add fever, cold sweats,
headaches, exhaustion, and even some gastrointestinal
symptoms such as vomiting and diarrhea, and you likely have
yourself the flu.

Thank you to several citizens in our neighbourhood for
reporting suspicious activity.
There were concerns about cars near and around
Shaughnessy Public School, as the children were exiting in
October.

Every winter in Canada, along with snow and cold weather,
comes the dreaded influenza virus — also known as the flu.
That’s why it’s so important to get the flu shot, it’s the most
effective way to protect you from catching the virus.

I was able to alert our Police Division with a description of
the cars.
As well, a report of a teen behaving in a way that caused
concern was phoned in to me and again I was able to alert
the police.

According to some theories, flu peaks in colder months when
people spend more time indoors, closer to other people,
and breathing recirculated air. Others note the virus may
survive better in colder, drier climates. Lastly, some believe
a lack of sunlight during winter leads to decreased levels of
vitamin D and melatonin, which may compromise a person’s
immune system and ultimately decrease their ability to fight
the virus.

Keep doing this as I am sure the word gets out that we will
not tolerate unwelcome activity .
If possible, get a license number or a photo of the vehicle
or the person. Note any special details which could assist
in finding these people. Often when a description is sent to
police , they can match it with previous reports and are able
to respond quickly.

“We know that flu comes around every October, giving us
time to get into better habits for when the ‘flu fighting’
season arrives,” says Maja McGuire, Director of Infection
Prevention and Control and Occupational Health, Safety and
Wellness at North York General Hospital (NYGH). “Get into
the routine of always cleaning your hands. We unknowingly
touch dirty surfaces then touch our phone, go out for lunch
and make contact with our face and others and spread
germs.”

Car Safety in Driveways
Lock your car doors at all times and keep anything of interest
out of sight!! Don’t tempt a break in.
Traffic
I have also reported traffic concerns which continue to
upset so many . Speeding and running through stop signs
on Shaugnessy are major issues. The 33 Division Traffic
Response Unit was contacted and they promised to be
more visible. I noted later in the week that two officers on
horseback were present during the day.

Maja gives four easy tips to help you fight the flu:
• Clean your hands! The best way to stop the spread of
germs is to wash your hands often with either soap and
water or with alcohol-based hand rub.

Lights and Safety

• Get the flu shot — it protects you
and your loved ones from getting
influenza.

The Daylight Savings Time change makes it dark early now ,
so please remember to keep lights on when you are out. Set
timers to have lights come on around 4:30 p.m. to welcome
you home but also to keep the neighbourhood a safe place
for everyone. A company (Ainsworth) has been doing repairs
to our streetlights and I hope we can see the difference
soon. We have complained for many years about the poor
street lighting in Henry Farm.

• Cover your mouth and nose when
you sneeze or cough to stop the
spread of germs.
• Stay home when you’re sick to
avoid infecting others.

Carry your cell phone when you are out walking, for your
own safety but also to be able to take a picture of something
of concern.

Get your flu shot at NYGH’s Pharmacy
Patients and visitors can get their free flu shot at North York
General’s Pharmacy at the General site (4001 Leslie Street).
Please bring your OHIP card.

Construction and Restoration
Call 311 if you have concerns with restoration work in front
of your home . When you contact the City of Toronto 311
site, calls are logged and the appropriate department is
notified. The department is held accountable for how quickly
the issue is resolved. Be persistent! We have also had a good
response from staff in Councillor Shelley Carroll’s office when
they have been contacted about a restoration issue.
www.henryfarm.ca

Pharmacy hours:
Monday to Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tel: 416-756-6752
The pharmacy is closed on statutory holidays.
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Shelley Carroll Councillor Ward 17
Last month, I attended a meeting of the Henry Farm
Community Interest Association where there was a lot of
discussion about the possibility of a dogs off-leash area
(DOLA) in Havenbrook Park. To ensure everyone is on the
same page, I want to give some important background on
the discussion.

Per Toronto’s DOLA policy, they will be assessing things like
distance from property lines, environmental and accessibility
concerns, traffic, conflict with other uses, parking
requirements and more.
They may choose to not move forward with a proposal. If
that happens, I will begin a process to determine a new use
for the Section 37 funds.

Background
Back in 2014, at a community meeting about the last block
of buildings being constructed in Parkway Forest, the idea of
a DOLA was raised as a possible community enhancement
for both Henry Farm and Parkway Forest residents. Residents
from both neighbourhoods who were present at that
meeting agreed. I cautioned at the time that City staff had
already tried searching for a site and came up empty, but
that they could look into it further.

If City staff do recommend the site, they will determine
the size and design allowable according to their policy and
budget.

The developer of that block of buildings agreed to award
the neighbourhood $400,000 in Section 37 funds. The top
two ideas from the community for these funds were to put
a “bubble” over the Parkway Forest pool and a DOLA.
The pool cover was rejected by City staff due to budgetary
restraints on both capital and operating sides.

City staff use these public meetings to canvass residents
and hear their concerns. It is not their process to decide
by taking a hard vote. For staff, voting requires advance
notice and regulatory procedures to ensure accountability.
If they feel that a fair hearing of issues and consensus is not
possible, they may not recommend to proceed.

The Section 37 funds were paid to the City in early 2018 and
it was suggested that we look at the easternmost corner of
Havenbrook Park for a DOLA. However, City staff and the
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority would need to
sign off on it first.

In conclusion

The policy requires they then hold a public meeting with a
draft design for the DOLA. In their preliminary meeting with
me, they indicated they would not be ready to call a public
meeting before the New Year and likely not until the spring.

Since a proposal has not been drafted yet, it is not known
what the details and conditions of a possible DOLA in
Havenbrook Park would be. It is important to note that the
area in the park being considered is much smaller than many
existing DOLAs in Toronto – therefore, it is not accurate to
make comparisons to other parks.

While waiting for this assessment, I began casually asking
Henry Farm residents if they were still interested in this
concept. Closer to the time of the formal assessment, in
September 2019, I knocked on doors in the immediate area
of the park to measure support. Of the people at home that
afternoon, two were against it and a few were in favour of
exploring the idea of a DOLA.

For residents whose chief concern is parking, you should
know staff are evaluating this. With more than 65 DOLAs
across the city, staff are well-equipped to measure this
impact. If parking is flagged as an issue, they will either
recommend that no commercial dog-walkers be allowed or
that there be no park at all.

Around the same time, a resident in favour of the idea
circulated a petition and delivered it to my office with
over 200 names and addresses in favour of exploring the
possibility of a DOLA in Havenbrook Park. The petition was
limited to the Henry Farm area. Currently, I understand there
is also a petition circulating for those opposed.

Lastly, as I said at the recent HFCIA meeting, Henry Farm
has always been a neighbourhood with many beautiful dogs.
Many of your neighbours have signed a petition asking for
this DOLA and, on that basis, I must at least direct staff to go
through the process of evaluation. After all, I represent every
one of you.

Neither of these petitions were authored by my office,
nor do I control their content or circulation. Any citizen of
Toronto has a right to author a petition and deliver it to their
local Councillor or directly to the City Clerk. Petition rules
are on the City’s website and if you are planning a petition,
my staff are happy to point you in the right direction.

Sincerely,
Shelley Carroll
City Councillor
Ward 17 – Don Valley North

Today
That brings us to the present day. City staff are still assessing
the potential of a DOLA in Havenbrook Park. They have met
with me to explain the process and outline initial concerns.
www.henryfarm.ca
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Letters to the Editor
Letter to Editor

Letter to Editor

Dog owners and other residents in Henry Farm area need an
off-leash dog park, a designated area to let their dogs play
and run loose in a restricted/fenced area. The most suitable
area for this purpose identified by the City is the east end
of Havenbrook Park opposite the baseball diamond, away
from people’s play area. It is accessible from the main park
and from Deepglade Cr. on the east, with a natural ravine on
the north and the noise protection berm on the south (along
HWY 401).

Locating an off leash dog park at the east end of
Havenbrook Park will create a sharp increase in traffic
flowing into and out of the Henry Farm Community as well
as on street parking. All streets in HF will be affected
especially Shaughnessy, Havenbrook, Deepglade, Elfindale,
George Henry, and Manor Park. Since the location of this
park will be posted on the City’s Web Site as the only off
leash park in this ward, it will attract not only Henry Farm
residents, but people, cars and their dogs from all over
the northern part of the city.

Toronto Parks would undertake this project and the cost
will be covered from the existing funds earmarked for this
community. We need to take advantage of these funds!

• Increase in on-street parking from the surrounding
neighbourhoods/condos coming into HF to use the city
dog park.

Yours very truly

• Safety issues around the school, intersections and park
due to increased traffic. On Dec. 4th, between 7:45 – 9:00
a.m., 411 cars, 29 school buses and 95 pedestrians crossed
the intersection at Havenbrook & Shaughnessy and on
Nov. 25th, 358 vehicles (331 cars and 27 school buses)
went through the intersection at Parfield & Shaughnessy.

S. Coombes

• By the city’s own policy, the site should be excluded
because it is too close to homes, it has ground water
issues, and it’s near the toboggan hill.
• Difficulty for maintenance trucks to regularly remove dog
waste and refuse.

HENRY FARM
LET’S GET TOGETHER
Valentine’s Day Potluck
February 8, 2020

Spring Event
TBD

Neighbourhood Clean Up
April 25, 2020

Neighbors’ Night Out
June 16, 2020

Tennis Club Opening
April 25, 2020

Halloween Party
October 31, 2020

Wheels Sale
April 25, 2020

AGM
November 3, 2020

• The expenditure of $400,000 for drainage, fencing and
possibly lighting and seating (allowing loitering and other
after dark activities).
• Noise from dogs and vehicles (the 401 berm & noise
barrier tower above the park and will deflect noise from
this area toward the houses).
If you oppose this off-leash dog park please sign the petition
contained in this newsletter and forward to the HFCIA
president Namby Vithiananthan at president@henryfarm.
ca and voice your concerns to Shelley Carroll @ councilor_
carroll@toronto.ca.
George Margolius

www.henryfarm.ca
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PROPOSED OFF LEASH DOG PARK
AT HAVENBROOK PARK IN HENRY FARM
PETITION
PER HOUSE ADDRESS
First Name

Last Name`

For

Against

Signature

__________________

____________________________

______________________________

__________________

____________________________

______________________________

__________________

____________________________

______________________________

_________________

____________________________

______________________________

House # _________ Street Address : ________________________________________________________________

City : ________________________

Province: _____________________Postal Code: ____________

Email: ________________________________________ Phone Number: __________________________________
Submit your handwritten petition before January 31, 2020 to the mail box of
Namby Vithiananthan,

President, Henry Farm Community Interest Association,
25, Parfield Drive, Toronto, Ontario M2J 1C1

www.henryfarm.ca
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Henry Farm Community Interest Association – 2018-2019 Executive
Position

Candidate

Phone

E-Mail

President

Namby Vithiananthan

416-499-6336

president@henryfarm.ca

Secretary

Dunja Lackovic

416-498-6775

secretary@henryfarm.ca

Treasurer

Jim Kitchen

416-496-0407

treasurer@henryfarm.ca

Social Activities

Open

Membership

Ken Klinger

416-578-5365

membership@henryfarm.ca

Municipal Affairs

Peter Erwood

416-493-8953

municipal@henryfarm.ca

Police Liaison/Neighbourhood Watch

Eileen Crichton

416-496-2081

nwatch@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter Distribution

Barb Simpson

416-497-9619

newsletter@henryfarm.ca

Newsletter Editor

Wendy Petcoff

416-485-4792

Editorhenryfarm@gmail.com

Advertising Coordinator

Steve O’Keefe

416-491-2140

advertising@henryfarm.ca

Web Administrator

Linda Ristevski

416-892-9737

admin@henryfarm.ca

Members-at-Large

Joseph Ceneda: 416-559-8918
Thea Haller: 416-493-9390
Lily Jarvis: 416-986-8098

events@henryfarm.ca

Jonathan Mousley: 416-461-6726
Lisa Newland: 416-756-9130
Laura Norris: 416-498-0854

THE HENRY FARMER

Volunteers Needed for Social Events

Editor: Wendy Petcoff.
Advertising: Steve O’Keefe.
Distribution: Barb Simpson

Get involved in your community and have lots of fun doing it.
The Social Events portfolio needs volunteers to coordinate
each of the four events that are part of the HFCIA curriculum.

The Henry Farmer is published by the Henry Farm
Community Interest Association in Spring, Summer, Fall,
and Winter as a service to the Henry Farm Community.
Circulation is approximately1000. Information and notices
from non-profit associations in our community, reports,
articles and community notices are welcome, space
permitting. Please check with the editor for deadlines.
Please send material to: editor@ henryfarm.ca.

The current events are as follow:
Winter: Valentine’s Day Family Potluck
Spring: Couples Event (TBA)
Summer: Neighbours’ Night Out
Fall: Children’s Halloween Party
In addition, we also support the Tennis Open and Wheels
Sale at the end of April. We encourage high school students
to volunteer as needed at these events and earn community
hour credits.

The Henry Farmer Business Directory promotes your
business to the residents of Henry Farm. Your business card
ad will appear in all four issues for $100. Please mail your
card and payment (make cheque payable to HFCIA) to
Steve O’Keefe, 15 Ringwood Cres. Toronto, ON M2J 1C8.
To contact Steve, call 416-491-2140 or email advertising@
henryfarm.ca.

If you are interested, please email Namby Vithiananthan at
president@henryfarm.ca or call 416-499-6336
The Henry Farm Community Interest Association

Thanks to our Advertisers!!!
As we come to the close of our 37th year of publishing the Henry Farmer newsletter,
I would like to sincerely thank our many loyal and new advertisers for their on-going
service and support of our community over the past year. Almost all the cost of
publishing the newsletter is covered by advertising and we would not be able to
continue this great local community outreach without our advertiser’s financial support.
Please take a few minutes as you read the Newsletter to familiarize yourself with our
advertiser’s ads and, if and when the need arises in the future, consider using their
services. Your patronage will be greatly appreciated.
Steve O’Keefe - Henry Farmer Advertising Coordinator

www.henryfarm.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Open 24 Hours

kitchenreno.ca

107 Parkway Forest Dr.
North York

Call us today to plan your renovation!

www.henryfarm.ca

416-385-0043
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The HFCIA Membership helps to fund these wonderful events in our neighbourhood. A look back with the Spring Pot luck and Neighbours’ Night out!

www.henryfarm.ca
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H E N RY F A R M

LE T ’ S G E T TO G E T H E R !

Valentine’s Day
Celebration!
FEBRUARY 8, 2020

Join us for
delicious foo
d
& fellowship

• Neighbourhood Potluck Dinner
• Fun games for couples
• Musical Entertainment
• Valentine’s Day theme crafts for the kids
Feel the love of great food and music!

Cost: Nothing for those contributing a dish.
$10 per adult not able to contribute a dish
$ 5 per child
$25 per family (parents/guardians with children)

Bring the whole family!
Bring a dish, and enjoy your neighbours’ dishes.
Ethnic cuisine especially welcome.

Please fill out your Henry Farm Valentine’s Day Potluck
Dinner Registration Form before January 26, 2020 and
deposit it, along with your cheque (if applicable) to:
Namby Vithiananthan, President, 25 Parfield Drive,
Toronto ON M2J 1C1 • Phone: 416-275-5190
or email form to president@henryfarm.ca

(Note: There is a strict “no nut" policy. Bringing
vegetarian and gluten-free dishes is encouraged.)
Location: St. Matthew the Apostle Anglican Church
(80 George Henry Blvd.)
Date: Saturday, February 8, 2020
Time: 5pm - 7pm
(please bring food at 4:30 for set-up)

Make cheque payable to:
Henry Farm Community Interest Association

H E N R Y F A R M 2 0 2 0 V A L E N T I N E ’S D AY P O T L U C K D I N N E R • R E G I S T R A T I O N F O R M
YOUR FAMILY NAME:

BRINGING A DISH (ONE DISH PER ADULT)
NOT BRINGING A DISH (COST: $10 PER ADULT • $5 PER CHILD • $25 PER FAMILY)
ADULTS

CHILDREN

EMAIL: (for sharing information/confirmation purposes only):

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING:

CONTACT PHONE:

NUMBER OF DISHES BEING BROUGHT, BY COURSE: PLEASE INDICATE WITH A NUMBER
IN ONE OR MORE OF THE BOXES BELOW. ADD A “V” IF VEGETARIAN OR
“G” IF GLUTEN-FREE, NEXT TO THE NUMBER.

SALAD

www.henryfarm.ca

MAIN DISH

BREAD w/BUTTER (for 30 people)
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BEVERAGE (for 10 people)

DESSERT
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