
www.henryfarm.ca THE HENRY FARMER - FALL 20221

Henry Farm Community Celebrating 60 years! 
In spite of Covid raging in the beginning of 2022 and 
lingering in the latter part of the year we were able to 
celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Henry Farm with 2 
memorable events. The 60’s themed Neighbours Night Out 
event on June 21 ( Thank you to Lily Jarvis for organizing 
the event) and the Henry  Farm Gala on September 10th.  
Please find pictures in this newsletter and on the website.  
A big thank you to Larry Cuthbertson for organizing the 
entertainment for these special events. 

For the past 60 Years Henry Farm has been a unique 
neighbourhood that has been able to foster a great social 
atmosphere with our multiple social events in a year while 
maintaining the quality of life in speaking up on municipal 
affairs and protecting the neighbourhood. 

The success of Henry Farm Community has been made 
possible by the countless hours spent by the volunteers who 
served on our Executive committee. 

The original residents created this great organization and 
those who have followed have continued to maintain Henry 
Farm as “the place to live” by organizing social activities, 
creating quarterly newsletters, hand delivering them, 
maintaining the website and Facebook page as well as being  
involved in municipal affairs, running Neighbourhood Watch 
initiatives, collecting funds, and managing the affairs by 
meeting 10 times a year.

I am Stepping Down as President and Active 
Member of the Executive
I have had the privilege of serving the Henry Farm 
Community for the last 23 years. The first 9 years as the 
social activity chair and the last 14 years as  President.  I 
have been going full throttle for the last few years from one 
activity to another and dealing with one neighbourhood 
issue after another.

I will be stepping down as President and as an active 
member of the executive at the end of this term (October 
2022). I will continue to live in the neighbourhood and 
participate in the activities and be available in an advisory 
role when required.

 I would like to thank all those who served on the 
executive committee with me and my wife and daughters 
who supported me. It has been a pleasure to serve the 
neighbourhood. 

Let’s continue to make Henry Farm the Place to Live!

Namby Vithiananthan 
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Thanksgiving Day Parade  
October 9th, 2022

Halloween Movie Night  
October 29th, 2022

AGM 
November 1st, 2022

HENRY FARM
LET’S GET TOGETHER
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North York General Hospital (NYGH) is one of Canada’s 
leading community academic hospitals. We offer our 
culturally diverse community a wide range of acute care, 
ambulatory, and long-term care services across multiple 
sites. Through partnerships, collaboration, and academic 
endeavours, we continue to set new standards for 
people centred care.

NYGH Volunteers generously share their time and talent, 
delivering compassionate and respectful service to our 
patients, residents, and their families across our sites. 
Volunteers are a valued and integral part of the team at 
NYGH, they are making a world of difference!

Learn more and apply here  
www.nygh.on.ca/newsroom/join-our-growing-nygh-
volunteer-team

North York General’s Year in Review: 
Highlights of a successful and 

challenging year 
North York General Hospital (NYGH) has released its 
2021-22 Year in Review, which captures highlights and 
accomplishments during a challenging year.

The report features heartfelt stories of compassion and 
courage, clinical excellence, and camaraderie. It also 
celebrates North York General’s progress on its five-year 
Strategic Plan, Thinking Beyond.

Highlights:

• NYGH took action to advance Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion (EDI) for patients, our community and NYGH’s 
team with efforts to educate and improve our data on 
Anti-Black Racism and 2SLGBTQIA+ inclusion. 

• North York General’s Ontario Health Team, North York 
Toronto Health Partners advanced services to meet 
community needs. Through the Digital Health Strategy, 
thousands of people have been supported to manage 
their health virtually and health professionals are better 
able to connect patients to the services they need.

• NYGH remained at the forefront of education and applied 
research. We have more Medicine faculty than any other University 
of Toronto site and our researchers are leading ground-breaking 
work that is influencing health care across Canada.

• The largest capital expansion since opening the hospital 
over 50 years ago. NYGH is moving ahead with its 
leading-edge New Patient Care Tower and plans to build 
a 384-bed long-term care home steps from the hospital. 
The home will be at the heart of a transformational 
Campus of Care for seniors and the community.

Our many successes and proud moments would not have 
been possible without our amazing staff, physicians, learners, 
volunteers, our Foundation, donors, and, of course, our 
many community partners. Thank you for choosing North 
York General Hospital.  Read the full Year in Review on the 
NYGH website.

HENRY FARM TENNIS UPDATE

2022 has been a banner year for Henry Farm Tennis Club 
(HFTC). Our membership numbers swelled to the largest 
in the history of the club. All the Spring and Summer 
programmes were well subscribed and our 3 tennis pros 
were kept very busy, on some days working as late as 10pm. 
However, what is perhaps the biggest news from the tennis 
club was the resurfacing of courts which was done during 2 
weeks in July. Thanks to some heavy-lifting by Shelley Carroll 
and her team this project was successfully executed this year. 
Now Henry Farmers can take pride that their tennis courts 
are among the best in the city.

Our popular programmes such as the Singles and Doubles 
House Leagues, the free refresher clinics earlier in the season 
and the Spring and Summer programmes for children, have 
all attracted active participation from members. Some of 
the new programmes such as the Juniors’ Points Race, Adult 
Doubles Clinics and Cardio Tennis were well received too. 
Due to growing popular demand, a Junior Fall Programme, 
for kids after school, has been launched after the Labour Day 
long weekend. This will be led by our Head Pro Ed Wilson. 
Similarly, our Tennis Pro Stuart Perkins is extending Cardio 
Tennis, Adults’ Doubles Clinic and Junior High Performance 
programmes till the end of September. Please go to our 
website, www.hftc.ca for registration and further information.

During the last weekend in August, HFTC also successfully 
hosted the Boys’ and Girls’ Under-14 OTA tournament 
where we saw some of the future tennis stars from Ontario 
in action. As the Summer tennis season winds down, the 
year-end tournaments for members will be the next dates 
to mark on your calendars. The weekend of September 
16-17 for Juniors and the weekends of September 23-25 for 
Invitational and October 7-9 for Adults Open are the dates 
just announced. If you wish to participate, please register 
online at our website, www.hftc.ca or contact Ed Wilson. 
Enjoy the rest of the outdoor tennis season, as we expect to 
keep the courts open till snowfall or end October, whichever 
is earlier.

Vijay Kandeth, VP and Communications Director 
Henry Farm Tennis Club
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Henry Farm Gala celebrates  
our 60th Anniversary!

A landmark year needs a special event and the Henry 
Farmers did just that this year with the 60th anniversary 
gala on September 10th at the Emerald Hills Golf and 
Country club.. A dinner and dance in this fabulous location 
arranged by the HFCIA president Namby VIthiananthan 
was well attended and a valued fundraiser for the HFCIA 
membership.

A special thanks to Henry Farmers Cynthia Smith and Roger 
Keay for documenting this special event. All pictures will be 
placed on the Henry Farm website to view. We would also 
like to thank Merida and Andrew Lake and Namby for their 
auction donations to support the HFCIA which along with 
our annual membership drive helps the association with the 
neighborhood events and communications.

Thanks again to all who celebrated with us at this event!

Wendy Petcoff

Notice of HFCIA 
Annual General Meeting 

What’s Happening at St. Matthew 
Anglican Church ???

HFCIA is holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 
November 1, 2022 at 7:00 pm at St. Mathew Anglican 
Church. An important item at this event is the election of 
executive officers for the year ahead.  If you are interested in 
joining the executive, please email the outgoing president 
at nambyv@hotmail.com.  We are always looking for people 
in the neighbourhood who would like to be part of the 
HFCIA either as a member of the executive or a member at 
large. We also have a need for any volunteers who might be 
interested in helping out with events, social media etc. We 
would love to have you join. Please let us know by October 
15, 2022 to add your name to the list. 

We also have two social media sites. You can log onto the 
Henry Farmer group Facebook page so you can be informed 
on neighbourhood issues or provide your email to receive 
email communications from HFCIA. 

Namby Vithiananthan, President

St Matts has Halls and Rooms and Kitchen Facilities 
available for rent. The church halls are ideal for a variety of 
functions such as birthdays, family reunions, weddings, baby 
showers, anniversaries and group meetings. As well, there 
are Office Spaces available with a separate entrance and lots 
of parking which would be suitable for a small business. If 
you need a short or long term parking space for your vehicle, 
spaces are available to rent on a monthly basis.

For more information please contact St. Matthew Anglican 
Church 80 George Henry Blvd, Toronto, ON 416-494-7020  

Messy Church at St. Matthew the Apostle Oriole: All kids 
and families welcome! Messy Church is church that is fun!  It 
celebrates faith with creativity and hospitality.  Once a month 
on a Saturday morning.  Songs, crafts, snacks, a story from 
the Bible, and lots of fun!  Next dates are Saturday October 
1st, Saturday November 5th, and Saturday December 3rd, 
all at 11:00 a.m.  Meet at the George Henry entrance to 
the church, at 80 George Henry Blvd.  For more info and to 
register please email: office@stmatthew.car 1ste -- messy 
Church is church that is fun! It celebrates faith with creativity 
and hospitality!

Blessing of the Animals:  Sunday October 2nd at 2 p.m. 
Calling all dogs, cats, hamsters, turtles, birds, and all other 
pets!  Favourite stuffies are welcome too.  Join us for a 
special Blessing of the Animals gathering, outside at St. 
Matthew the Apostle Oriole, 80 George Henry Blvd.  If 
raining, we will move indoors.  Come join us and receive a 
special blessing for your favourite companion!
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Our Changing Neighbourhood  

As I walk around our Henry Farm neighbourhood, like you, 
I am astonished at what is happening.  Houses are being 
renovated .Landscaping seems to be happening on every 
street. Construction vehicles are arriving and leaving  at all 
hours. This has created lots of dirt, dust and noise .  Gas lines 
are being replaced on some properties. 

There never seems to be an end to this and it can be 
frustrating but let’s hope we can continue to keep our place 
as special as it has always been. Care of your lawns and lots 
of gorgeous gardens are a feature of Henry Farm , so keep 
doing that.

Welcome new neighbours and tell them about our very 
unique Community Association. 

TREES 

The City of Toronto is offering free trees through the 
Community Canopy Program. It is designed to guide 
residents in planting trees on their private property to 
maximize all the benefits that trees offer. The program 
offers a free, one gallon tree (2- 4 feet tall). This program is 
made possible by the Arbor Day Foundation and the City of 
Toronto. For more  information  : info@arborday.org.

BEWARE the PHONE  CALLS

We have all likely been targeted at least once by a fraudster. 
They come to the door or call.

I continue to receive news that residents are being harassed 
by callers saying they are from the CRA, Banks and Credit 
Companies. There is a familiar pattern to these calls, from 
threats , to requests to send money, and to keep the 
information private . One of the more frightening  examples 
is the impersonation of family members asking you to send  
money so they can come home , or that they need medical 
assistance , or need funds to be freed from  a legal issue.

These fraudsters usually encourage you act quickly and keep 
the transaction details from loved ones.

We are advised NEVER to respond to these calls . Take 
down the information and contact a family member or 
friend immediately to share what has happened and to ask 
for advice. Report this to Police as well. Share what has 
happened and know that it is happening to many of us.

Eileen Crichton 
Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison

Neighbourhood
Watch Report 

Henry Farm Celebrates Neighbors 
Night Out 60’s edition!

This years NNO was a huge success thanks to our wonderful 
neighbours who came out to celebrate Henry Farm’s 
60th anniversary. With that theme in mind our fabulous 
social director Lily Jarvis made sure that we celebrated in 
a “cool sixties” style with cars, costumes and music. The 
Don Mills Camera club made it extra special this year by 
photographing the event including a video!  You can see this 
video on You Tube or the Henry Farmer Facebook page. 

This event is so important for the neighborhood to come 
together and celebrate living in this fantastic hood. Congrats 
to all the costumes we saw and a huge thanks to all the 
volunteers especially our very own Henry the Rooster.

Wendy Petcoff
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B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

Heather D. Griffiths
REALTOR®

Melissa Griffiths
REALTOR®

WWW.GRIFFITHSGROUP.CA
416-494-7653

685 Sheppard Ave East, Suite 401
Toronto, ON M2K 1B6

heathergriffiths@rogers.com

melissa@griffithsgroup.ca
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You bring a chair and blanket, and we'll bring
the movie and popcorn

@ St. Matthew the Apostle Church parking lot
 

         We will be screening a movie of the community's
choice as soon as it gets dark approx. 7pm 

 
We will make every effort to have an outdoor movie
night for the extra spookiness, but will move indoors

weather dependent. 
 
 

VOTE FOR YOUR CHOICE OF MOVIE ON www.HENRYFARM.ca
voting open september 30-october 21st 

 
Questions? contact: HenryFarmEvents@gmail.com

HALLOWEEN OUTDOOR MOVIE 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 29

6:30PM-9:30 

HENRY FARM INTEREST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:
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3-3:30pm: meet at  St. Matthew the Apostle Church
80 George Henry Blvd

THANKSGIVING PARADE: 
HENRY FARM GIVES BACK

HENRY FARM INTEREST ASSOCIATION PRESENTS:

OCTOBER 9 ,  3-6PM
 

QUESTIONS? CONTACT:  HENRYFARMEVENTS@GMAIL .COM

WE ARE  COLLECTING NON-PERISHABLE  FOOD ITEMS,  CASH &
CHEQUES MADE OUT TO "NORTH YORK HARVEST FOOD BANK"  
BR ING YOUR DONATION TO THE  CHURCH BETWEEN 3-3 :30PM  

 
OR 

LEAVE YOUR DONATION AT THE  END OF YOUR DRIVEWAY AND
WE WILL  P ICK IT  UP  ON THE  PARADE ROUTE ,  WHILE  YOU'RE

WATCHING THE  PARADE

L isten for  our  parade and watch for  the Mounted
Pol ice  force and pol ice  escort  that  wi l l  be  jo in ing
Henry the Rooster  th is  year !


